Volume 4: The Battle of Armageddon – Part 2

In the first half of volume four, we left off with Br. Russell’s illustration of a court proceeding to describe the judgment against Babylon.  Charge after charge of greed, selfishness, hypocrisy and a lack of love were read in the Arraignment of Babylon before the Great Court.  Some of the charges were in the form of lengthy quotes from the journals of Pastor Russell’s day.  The discontent of the masses of common people was particularly noted, as the fuel that would feed the fire of anarchy which would complete the destruction of the old order.  The next chapter begins with a continuation of the court proceeding, the arraignment of Babylon, with the next witnesses to declare their charges against her.

Chapter Eight – The Cries of the Reapers

Chapter eight is titled, The Cries of the Reapers.  The theme text is James 5:1-4:


Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.

Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten.

Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you,

and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.

Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by

fraud, crieth out: and the cries of them which have reaped, are entered into the ears of the Lord of

Sabaoth. (Hosts)
Br. Russell begins by extolling the virtues of the agrarian life, noting that farmers have always been stable, conservative, even godly people, due to their close connection to the soil and nature.  But as the twentieth century dawned, advances in technology and farm machinery gave the farmer greater crop yields and access to worldwide markets.  And so, the once insulated farmers now found themselves more closely connected to the pace and turmoil and greed of the city.  In the closing decade of the eighteen hundreds, crop prices were depressed, and many farmers teetered on the brink of bankruptcy. It was a hard time to be a farmer, and making the difficulty even worse was the fraud of James 5:4 by which the rich men had held back the hire of the reapers. What was this fraud?  It was a federal law passed in 1873 that demonetized silver.  On pages 393 and 394, Pastor Russell explains it this way:

We believe the prophecy to apply to farmers in general, who are the world’s food producers, “reapers”;… and shall endeavor to prove, that all these requirements of the prophecy are met in the demonetization of silver. The demonetization of silver by Christendom is of advantage to certain classes and of disadvantage to other certain classes in “Christendom.”
It is of disadvantage to the growers of wheat, rice and cotton, because they must sell these products of their energy in competition with the products of countries doing business on a silver basis, and hence practically they sell for depreciated silver; while their land, implements, clothing, labor and the interest on mortgages on their property are all payable in enhanced gold. If they receive pay in silver and pay out the same sum in gold they lose just one half--when gold is double the value of silver. In 1873, before silver was demonetized by the nations of Christendom, a silver dollar was worth two cents more than a gold dollar, while today, in consequence of that legislation, it requires two silver dollars to equal a gold dollar…
Now you may be thinking that the demonitization of silver is such a trivial historical detail, that perhaps Br. Russell’s interpretation of James 5:4 is so out of date as to be incorrect. Not so.  Two of the most powerful economic forces of today that are the direct results of the demonitization of silver.  They are international currency trading, and credit card debt.  Without the demonitization of silver in 1873, there would be no talk of the strong dollar and the weak yen, or an interconnected global economy.  Nor would there be MasterCard, Visa, or Discover Card.  If you have the time and interest, look up two entries in any good encyclopedia: “money,” specifically the history of paper money, and “gold standard”.  
Prior to 1873, banks issued certficates that could be redeemed for actual gold, and banks also issued certificates that could be redeemed for actual silver, and the price of gold and silver was fixed by the banks and the government.  After 1873, that was no longer true for silver, and so the United States was said to be on the “gold standard.”  In 1913, the Federal Reserve central bank was created and authorized to issue certificates backed by neither silver nor gold, and in 1971 the United States went off the gold standard.  Today’s currency’s value (and that of all countries’) is set by a market between the central banks of each nation and money traders around the world.  This market is often volatile and sometimes harmful to a few nations.  One of the levers the Federal Reserve operates is interest rates which determine the supply of money available for loan by banks who issue credit cards to just about anybody when they have a lot of money to loan out and can make a profit on the interest.  

That’s a huge simplification of how the demonitization of silver led to international money trading, the Federal Reserve, and MasterCard.  Possibly, the spark that ignites the final battle of Armageddon will be the collapse of the global economy under the crushing burden of debt incurred by individuals and nations.  And when the history of that collapse and the transition from this present evil world to the kingdom is written, a key event recorded in that history will be the demonitization of silver in 1873 which began the fulfillment of James 5:4. 

Chapter Nine – The Conflict Irrepressible

Chapters nine and ten go together as a pair.  Chapter nine is titled, “The Conflict Irrepressible – The Testimony of the Worldly-Wise,” and it consists entirely of, as the title suggests, quotations of noted statesmen, journalists, clergymen, even a Supreme Court Justice, and others in Br. Russell’s day, whose opinions were respected.  The essence of these commentators’ observations is that the strain between rich and poor, along with a decline in morals, is tearing society apart, and there’s no real solution to the world’s ills in sight. Chapter ten is titled, “Proposed Remedies – Social and Financial,” and it includes a list of proposed remedies such as Prohibition, Protective Tariffs, Socialism, Communism, Nationalism, and even Anarchy as a remedy! 

Today, the issues haven’t changed, the strain between rich and poor, the decline in morals, but what has changed is a decline in the quality of our civil leadership.  Again, as in so many other cases, Br. Russell saw with amazing clarity, the small beginnings in his day, of developments that have simply grown larger and worse since Bro. Russell’s day. 

In chapter nine how cleverly Pastor Russell deals with conflicting arguments he quoted.  For example, a suggestion that more education of the masses might be the answer was followed by a countering argument that the source of the discontent among the farmers was too much learning!  This paragraph on page 453 sums up the entire chapter:

It is the same throughout the whole civilized world. All intelligent people see the dilemma more or less clearly, but few have anything to suggest as a remedy. Not all however: some well-meaning people think that they can solve the problem, but only because they fail to get the situation clearly outlined before their mental optics.
Chapter Ten – Proposed Remedies – Social and Financial

Chapter ten, again, is titled Proposed Remedies – Social and Financial. The remedies are offered mostly by sincere thinkers who desire to create a Utopia of peace and prosperity for all.  The point of listing all these ineffective proposed remedies is not only to demonstrate their ineffectiveness, but also to show that mankind has had ample opportunity to heal itself without success.  Every type of self government has been thought of, tried, and failed.  In the kingdom, no one will ever say, “We could have made this happen on our own.  We didn’t need God and Jesus and the highway of holiness.”
Near the end of the chapter, Br. Russell declares the real remedy, the only true remedy, the Millennium, and then he asks and answers an interesting question on page 521 in a subhead titled, The Proper Attitude of God’s People.

But some may inquire, What must we who see these things in their true light do now? Shall we if we own vacant land give it away or abandon it? No; that would serve no good purpose unless you gave it to some poor neighbor actually needing it: and then, should he make a failure of its use, he doubtless would censure you as the author of his misfortunes.

If we are farmers or merchants or manufacturers, shall we attempt to do business on the Millennium basis? No; for, as already shown, to do so would bring upon you financial disaster, injurious to your creditors and to those dependent on you, as well as upon your employees.

We suggest that all that can now be done is to let our moderation be known unto all men: avoid grinding anybody; pay a reasonable wage or a share of the profits or else do not hire; avoid dishonesty of every form; “provide things honest in the sight of all men”; set an example of “Godliness with contentment,” and always by word as well as by example discourage not only violence, but even discontent; and seek to lead the weary and heavy laden to Christ and the word of God’s grace--through faith and full consecration.
Chapter Eleven – The Battle of Armageddon

Chapter Eleven is titled, The Battle of Armageddon, same as the title of the book

In a subhead entitled Two Remarkable Types of the Impending Catastrophe, Pastor Russell cites the destruction of Israel in the harvest of the Jewish Age as one type, and more recently the French Revolution as a second type.  He quotes historians who give the causes of the French revolution as including: the concentration of wealth in the hands of a few, oppression of the masses, hostility toward the privileged classes, better educated lower classes, loss of respect for royalty, corruption and waste in government, trade monopolies, and abortive attempts at reform. Pastor Russell thought it sounded like 1897, saying that the same forces that led to the French Revolution a hundred years earlier, were prevalent in his day. 

Now listen to this eerily predictive statement from page 535 and remember what started World War One:

When the conditions are fully ripe for the great Revolution a most trivial circumstance may serve as a match to set on fire the present social structure throughout the whole world; just, for instance, as in the case of the French Revolution, the first overt act, it is said, was the beating on a tin pan by a woman whose children were hungry. Soon an army of mothers was marching to the royal palace to ask for bread. Being refused, they were joined by the men, and soon the wrath of the nation was kindled and the flames of revolution swept the whole land.
The other major point pastor Russell makes about the French Revolution, besides how similar his day was to back then, is that the character of the violence and upheaval was retributive.  Retribution against the oppressive institutions of France – civil and ecclesiastical was the hallmark of the reign of terror.  Kings and nobles were executed without mercy or even due process of law.  The country that slew Protestants at the Pope’s bidding in an earlier century now imprisoned Pius VI himself, confiscated the Catholic Church’s lands and cathedrals, and formally abolished the Roman Catholic religion.
Next is a discussion the prophecy of the Lord’s Great Army in Joel 2:2-11.  Here is a part of that description from page 544:

The earth [the present social order] shall quake before them: the heavens [the ecclesiastical powers] shall tremble: the sun and the moon [the illuminating influences of the gospel and of the Mosaic law] shall be dark [general infidelity having become widely prevalent], and the stars [the apostolic lights shall be obscured] shall withdraw their shining [the dark night will have come wherein no man can labor]--And the Lord shall utter his voice before his army; for his camp is very great; for he is strong that executeth his word; for the day of the Lord is great and very terrible, and who can abide it?”
First of all, the church class, the saints of God are not part of the Lord’s Great Army.  Our warfare is not carnal but spiritual. Br. Russell suggests three divisions that may make up this army. One of these divisions in the Lord’s Great Army is the literal uniformed soldiers of nations, who, when told to kill their own countrymen to preserve order, will instead join the revolutionaries as indeed occurred in Russia at the turn of the century during food riots in the midst of a famine.  Another division of the Lord’s great Army is the malcontents of every stripe.  Lastly, Br. Russell interprets Ezekiel 7:13-24 to suggest that even the peoples of the heathen nations will rise up against their oppressive institutions and thus be a part of the Lord’s Great Army.  On page 550 we read:

The Lord, by his overruling providence, will take a general charge of this great army of discontents--patriots, reformers, socialists, moralists, anarchists, ignorants and hopeless--and use their hopes, fears, follies and selfishness, according to his divine wisdom, to work out his own grand purposes in the overthrow of present institutions, and for the preparation of man for the Kingdom of Righteousness. For this reason only it is termed “The Lord’s great army.” None of his saints--none who are led by the spirit of God as sons of God are to have anything to do with that part of the “battle.”
In the final portion of this chapter our Pastor deals with the subject of Jacob’s Trouble, which he introduces with the words:

While the trouble and distress of this day of the Lord will be first and specially upon Christendom, and eventually upon all nations, the final blast, we are informed by the Prophet, will be upon the people of Israel regathered in Palestine. The prophet seems to indicate a much larger gathering of Israel to Palestine within this harvest period than has yet taken place. He represents them as gathered there out of the nations in great numbers, and, with considerable wealth, inhabiting the formerly desolate places; and all of them dwelling safely at the time when the rest of the world is in its wildest commotion.
The two key prophecies examined are, of course Jeremiah 30, and Ezekiel 38 and 39.  Much has been offered as interpretation of the various symbols in these prophecies.  Perhaps the spoil Gog and Magog come to take will be oil, yet to be discovered beneath the land of Israel.  Perhaps the spoil will be water – a precious natural resource in dry lands.  Perhaps the spoil will be a new technology yet to be developed in Israel to make fresh water out of ocean salt water.  Perhaps living in unwalled villages means Israel will be forced to disarm in a treaty with the Arab states, brokered by the United States and the U.N.   Perhaps, perhaps, perhaps.  In all the perhaps, let’s not forget the import of when and where Jacob’s trouble occurs – at the very end of the Battle of Armageddon, upon regathered Israel in Palestine. And in the midst of the trouble, God will reveal Himself as the defender of His people and fight for them as he did in the days of old, with miraculous manifestations of His power.  Br. Russell saw in his day, the small beginnings of this regathering, which we have seen greatly accelerated since 1878 by the fishers of Zionism and the hunters of the Russian pogroms and the German Holocaust.  Br. Russell knew many more Jews would have to emigrate to the Holy Land before Jacob’s Trouble could begin, and we have seen that regathering in our time.

Chapter Twelve – Our Lord’s Great Prophecy.
Chapter twelve is titled “Our Lord’s Great Prophecy.  In Matthew 24 Jesus gave this prophecy in response to three questions from the disciples in verse 3.  Jesus ignores the first question,  When shall these things be, referring to the destruction of the temple in verse 2, so that his hearers would not be confused and think that the destruction of the literal temple would mark his second coming. He does address the other two questions – What shall be the sign of thy presence and of the end of the age?  Jesus’ answer was intended to indirectly tell the disciples that it would be a long time until his second presence, and that they, like him would be tried and persecuted.  The first warning given is against false Christs in verses 4,5.  While there have been several dozen false Messiah’s over the past 2,000 years, none of them have deceived many as verse 5 requires.  Next comes the history of eighteen centuries foretold in verses 6-13.  Verses 6-8 describe the history of the nations as wars and rumors of wars.  So has it been.  Verses 9-13 tell the history of the church class, true and nominal, as afflictions and love grown cold.  So has it been.  

Verse 14 gives us the first clue with some specific reference to the end of the age.  “This gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations.  And then shall the end come.”  Note that this preaching has not been to convert the world, but to proclaim the Kingdom message and call out the church class.  And this has been accomplished by the publication of the Bible in virtually all languages.

 Luke 21:20-24 cites the next portion for our consideration.
And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.

Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the

midst of her depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto.

For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.

But woe unto them that are with child and to them that give suck in those days! for there

shall be great distress upon the land, and wrath upon this people.

And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led captive into all 

nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be

fulfilled.
This portion of our Lord’s Great Prophecy foretells the trouble upon Natural Israel in the Jewish Age Harvest.  That trouble culminated in AD70 when the Jewish polity came to an end. From Matthew 24:15-22  read what might appear to be the same words describing the same trouble upon natural Israel in the Jewish Age Harvest, but instead is a different narrative referring to the Gospel Age Harvest.

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, which was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso readeth let him understand), then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains: let him which is on the housetop not come down to take anything out of his house: Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child and to them that give suck in those days! But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.
Br. Russell suggests that Jesus spoke both of these last two passages separately. Luke recorded one, Matthew and Mark recorded the other.  They are not different accounts of the same narrative. He also presents four reasons why this portion of our Lord’s Great Prophecy refers to the Gospel Age Harvest. (1) The mention of the “desolating abomination” in Daniel’s prophecy which refers to the Papacy and the false doctrine of the Mass. (2) The trouble is described as the most severe the world has ever known. (3) If the trouble were not cut off, no flesh should be saved, and, (4) the succeeding verses definitely refer to Gospel Age Harvest events.  In verse 16, the command to flee Judea for the mountains is the same as the call to “Come out of Babylon,” in Revelation 18:4.  Haste in fleeing Judea, Babylon, is conveyed in verses 17 and 18, and the different locations show that the Lord’s people in the Harvest of the Gospel Age are in various places or conditions.  Some are in established houses of worship – that is, nominal churches.  Some are in the field – that is, outside human organizations.  In verse 19, the woe mentioned is not upon literal mothers, but upon those who bear and nurture nominal spiritual children – that is, the nominal church systems.  They beget children not by the Holy Spirit of Truth, but by the spirit of error.  They give suck with diluted milk only, and not the meat of the word.  Their children are bastards, not sons, tares, not wheat.  In verse 20, the wintertime of trouble comes in its fullest after the ripe wheat, the church class, is complete, but there still remains unripe wheat, the great company, which passes through the greater tribulation before attaining their reward.

Verses 23-27 return to the warnings against false Messiah’s we saw earlier in verse 5.  Br. Russell puts emphasis on the word then in verse 23, explaining that this focuses the time of this warning to the harvest of the Gospel Age.  Thus the warning is not about the few misguided individuals who claimed to be Messiah, nor is it even about the great antichrist – Papacy, which has indeed deceived many.  Rather, the warning is two-fold, against a combination of the Catholic and Protestant churches deceiving many into thinking this union is the true body of Christ, as well as against Spiritism and its secret chambers and seances claiming to commune with our Lord.  Our Lord’s revelation at His second presence will not be in a secret room or in the desert to a few, it will be a world-wide manifestation, as the bright shining of the sun from east to west.

In interpreting verse 29, Br. Russell recounts the literal dark day of May 19, 1780, over the northeastern United States, and the literal great meteor shower of November 13, 1833.  Then he goes on to point out the more important symbolic fulfillments of this verse.  First, a review of the symbols.  The sun represents Gospel truth, the moon represents The Mosaic Law.  Also, stars represent the apostles, and the heavens represent the ecclesiastical powers of Christendom, the nominal churches.  Thus, the darkening of the sun and moon refer to the obscuring of truth, particularly the ransom, in the nominal churches.  The stars falling from heaven pictures the displacement of the true teachers, the apostles, with false authorities and their errors.  The powers of the heavens being shaken describes the mixing up of truth and error taught by the nominal churches.

At last, in verse 30, Jesus finally gets to the questions from verse 3 that prompted His Great Prophecy.  Verse 30 says, “Then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in Heaven.”  
Chapter Thirteen – Establishing the Kingdom

Looking back, for a moment, on the twelve chapters already considered, from chapter one through chapter twelve, the tone is dismal and depressing as Br. Russell recounts the failure of mankind’s institutions, and the trouble and destruction that will come upon the old order.  But now, as he often does, at the end of a sobering analysis of the scriptures, our pastor closes with an upbeat message in two chapters of hope and encouragement.  Chapter thirteen begins with these words:

HAVING in our studies of the divine plan reached the close of the trouble of the great “Day of Vengeance” and seen how the divine indignation will burn against sin and selfishness, we have now the more agreeable task of examining, in the light of the Bible, how the Kingdom of God is to be established, by which all the families of the earth are to be blessed, and a new and permanent and far better order of things set up, instead of the admittedly faulty one of the present and past.
First Br. Russell reemphasizes a point from volume 1 that the Kingdom is the Kingdom of God in the sense that the heavenly Father is the Great King who arranged the plan of salvation, and it is His power that will establish and perpetuate the kingdom.  It is also the Kingdom of our Lord, God’s Son, in the sense that he will be the active ruler and God’s representative.  The kingdom is also the kingdom of the saints, the royal priesthood, kings and priests, who reign and judge in conjunction with their Lord.  And there is a fourth class, the ancient worthies, who are not the kingdom in the proper sense of the word, but they are the earthly representatives – the earthly phase of the Kingdom.

Next Br. Russell describes the “setting up” of the two phases of the kingdom – the heavenly and earthly phases.  In a subhead titled, “setting up the kingdom” he says in various places on pages 621-624:
But now we are in the end of this Gospel age, and the Kingdom is being established or set up. Our Lord, the appointed King, is now present, since October 1874, A.D., according to the testimony of the prophets, to those who have ears to hear it: and the formal inauguration of his kingly office dates from April 1878, A.D.: and the first work of the Kingdom, as shown by our Lord, in his parables and prophecy (the gathering of “his elect”), is now in progress. “The dead in Christ shall rise first,” explained the Lord through the Apostle: and the resurrection of the Church shall be in a moment.  Consequently the Kingdom, as represented in our Lord, and the sleeping saints already fitted and prepared and found worthy to be members of “his body,” the “bride,” was set up in 1878; and all that remains to be done for its completion is the “gathering together unto the Lord” of those of the “elect” who are alive and  remain --whose trial is not yet complete.

All this is in harmony with the Scriptural declaration that the Kingdom of God must first be set up before its influence and work will result in the complete destruction of “the powers that be” of “this present evil world”--political, financial, ecclesiastical

We read similarly that the Kingdom reign will begin before “Babylon” falls; and that Babylon will fall as a result of Kingdom judgments--discerned later by some in her who are represented as getting light and liberty through Christ after her fall.

We may not be able to judge accurately as to what features of the great work are now being carried on by the Lord and his glorified saints beyond the veil; but we may be sure that they are active participants in the work assigned the members of the same Kingdom class, whose course and service are not yet ended on this side the veil--the harvest work (1) of gathering the living “elect”; (2) of saying unto Zion “Thy God reigneth”--the Kingdom is being set up; and (3) declaring the Day of Vengeance of our God.
The next subhead is titled “Setting up the Earthly Government” – the other, future phase of the kingdom.  Do you ever sit back, close your eyes, and try to imagine what it will be like when the ancient worthies are resurrected, and how the resurrection of mankind will work, and how will evil be restrained?  We all do, and in this subhead, really for the rest of this chapter, so does Br. Russell.  Most of what he offers is on firm scriptural foundation, but here and there he adds a little reasonable conjecture.  Here are some of his thoughts:

Setting up the earthly government must wait until the Gentile lease of dominion ends in 1914.  We of course extend that to the completion of the church class.  The ancient worthies will be perfect mentally, morally and physically upon their awakening from the grave.  And speaking of the ancient worthies, Br. Russell says, “Even before the disclosure of their identity, doubtless the people of Israel will have remarked their pre-eminence over other men.”  On page 628 is this interesting point:
The news of the discomfiture of the hosts of God and Magog, and of the wonderful deliverance of Israel from their enemies, will be speedily followed by the news of the appearance of their renowned “fathers,” resurrected, and the establishment of a government with these at its head, and of the general conversion of Israel to the long rejected Messiah. And no doubt much of this will pass for a fraud amongst Gentiles: the Jews will be laughed at for being gullible, and the ancient worthies will be classed as shrewd impostors.

Here are a few more quotes and paraphrases.  In the kingdom, not more than three hours labor per individual will be necessary, but bankers and brokerage houses, landlords and renting agents will have to find other jobs.  Also, “…the new kingdom will have abundant power to execute summary justice in the punishment of evildoers when they have determined to act, but before they have done injury to others.”  A leveling of society will take place.  The prison house of death will be opened as loved ones are brought back to life at the prayerful request of others already awakened, but the requests will be granted not immediately but only in proportion as the heart of the requestor is in harmony with the kingdom arrangement.  The kingdom will spread and increase until it fills the earth, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  What a glorious prospect!

Chapter Fourteen – Jehovah’s Footstool Made Glorious

The last, short chapter of Volume four is titled, “Jehovah’s Footstool Made Glorious”.  The theme texts include Isaiah 66:1, “Thus sayeth the Lord, The heaven is my throne and the earth is my footstool” Also, Isaiah 60:13, “…and I will make the place of my feet glorious.”  And lastly, Zechariah 14:4.  Lets turn to that.

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before

Jerusalem on the east; and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east

and toward the west, [and there shall be] a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove

toward the north, and half of it toward the south.
In olden times olive oil was used as a source of light and ointment, and the olive branch is still a symbol of peace.  So here the Mount of Olives represents the Kingdom of light, peace and blessing.  Jehovah’s feet upon it signify divine favor and law established in the earth.  The dividing of the mountain shows the two phases of the kingdom.  The heavenly or spiritual phase moving to the north, and the earthly phase to the south.  And between these two phases, touching them both, is a valley. 

Now lets consider the two forewords to volume four.

1912 Foreword
Like all the other volumes, volume four has a foreword written in 1916.  Unlike all the other volumes, volume four also has a second foreword, written in 1912.  The 1912 foreword is titled “The Battle of Armageddon,” and is actually the text of a public sermon Br. Russell gave on November 3, 1912 at the Brooklyn Academy of Music.  The sermon was widely published in newspapers at the time because the phrase, “We stand at the brink of Armageddon” was a popular campaign slogan in the presidential election of 1912. As a result, this sermon was added to all subsequent printings of volume four, and the title of volume four was changed from its original title, “The Day of Vengeance” to its present title, “The Battle of Armageddon.”  There’s a short notice at the bottom of reprint page 5137 regarding all this.

The theme text for this sermon is Revelation 16:12-16. 

“And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great Day of God Almighty. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”
While there is a literal hill of Megiddo in Israel, the name signifying mount of destruction, and while there were several literal battles fought there in Old testament times, the real import of Revelation 16 is symbolic of the battle between God and Mammon, truth and error, right and wrong.  After telling his hearers that his discussion of the symbols relates to systems and not individuals, Br Russell proceeds to identify the dragon as civil power, the beast as the papal system, and the false prophet as the protestant federation, formed in 1846 as the Evangelical Alliance.  The two-horned beast mentioned in Revelation 13:5 which gives life to the image of the beast is the Church of England which will give the protestant federation apostolic authority to preach and to suppress any teaching it does not sanction, thus restricting the buying and selling of Revelation 13:17.  On page x Br. Russell says,

In Rev. 16:13 we find mention of the False Prophet, another representation of the Image--the vitalized product of the Evangelical Alliance, which has taken the form of Church Federation, and has today a great deal of vitality. Whether we can expect it to have more remains to be seen. The Scriptures clearly indicate that the Image of the Beast is to get so great power that it will do the same thing that the Roman Catholic Church did in the past; and that the two systems, Catholic and Protestant, will rule the civilized world with a high hand through the civil power--the Dragon.
Next the three unclean spirits like frogs are explained to represent unclean or false doctrines, teachings, presented with an air of superior wisdom like a puffed up frog with it’s large, seemingly wise eyes.  Thus, when the trouble becomes severe, these three, the civil governments along with the catholic and protestant churches are pictured as pompously telling all people to listen without questioning to their advice and decrees, or else more terrible and worse things will come to pass.

Then Br Russell describes the Lord’s Great Army and its role in this battle and in a final subhead titled, Not Yet, But Soon,” mentions two things that must precede Armageddon. (1) the vitalization of the image of the beast, the protestant federation, and (2) a larger return of Jews to Israel to experience Jacob’s Trouble.

1916 Foreword

That brings us to the 1916 foreword, only three pages long.  Br. Russell declares that the dawning of the Millennial Age is already unfolding, gradually upon the world.  The increase of knowledge has brought great blessings in the easing of labor, but the increase of knowledge has also brought greater discontent.  The war in Europe has been costly, not only in the appalling loss of human life, but also in terms of the enormous debt incurred by nations as they bought weapons and equipped their armies.  Br. Russell expected this debt, plus the potential unemployment of millions of returning soldiers at the end of the war, to create an economic and social distress that could precipitate the Battle of Armageddon.  Br. Russell acknowledged that events had gone on longer, and certain developments had grown much larger than he thought possible when he first wrote volume four in 1897, but regardless of the timing, the outcome is sure.  God’s Kingdom will be established, and the desire of all nations shall come.
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