VOLUME TWO - THE TIME IS AT HAND

Let’s begin not at the beginning of volume two, but at the end, because the last chapter is a concise review of the entire book and because the main message of volume two is given in the first three sentences of the final chapter.  The first two sentences of chapter ten, the last chapter read:

THE Time is at Hand for the establishment of the Redeemer's Kingdom. This is the concurrent testimony of the foregoing chapters.
Then follows the third sentence, perhaps the shortest in all of Pastor Russell's writings - just two words, but with great power in their brevity: "Nothing intervenes".  Why are those two words so important? Because in the minds of nearly all readers of this book who called themselves Christians, something enormous intervened before God's kingdom could be established, and that something was the conversion of the world.  Most Christians believe Christ will return to judge the world and inaugurate his kingdom after the world is converted by the diligent efforts of missionaries and evangelists, whenever they finally became successful.  To this audience, Brother Russell brought the astounding truth that Christ was already invisibly present at the beginning of the millennium, actively setting up his kingdom on a fixed, pre-ordained time schedule, and that time was at hand, it was now.  What a message!  Remember those two words - nothing intervenes, when we consider chapters four, eight and nine a little later.

Chapter One - Special Times and Seasons Divinely Appointed

Let's consider chapter one - Special Times and Seasons Divinely Appointed, which  is twenty pages long and begins on page 13 with these words, connecting this book to volume one:

AS in "THE PLAN OF THE AGES" we endeavored to set forth the prominent outlines of the divine arrangement for human salvation from a purely Scriptural standpoint, so it is the purpose of this volume to show, on the same authority, that the various features of that plan have definitely appointed times and seasons for their accomplishment; that, so far as that plan has progressed, each succeeding feature of it has been accomplished exactly on time; and that the time is now at hand for its culmination in the blessing of all the families of the earth.
Brother Russell goes on in this chapter to make several points, among them:

Don't read volume two before you thoroughly comprehend volume one.

The Jewish and Gospel Ages end with event-filled harvests.

The prophecies concerning the Gospel Age harvest will be the focus of this book

Those Gospel Age harvest prophecies were given to quicken, ripen, and separate the wheat from the tares now, in the time of the end, when they are due to be understood, and it is not improper prying into the secret things of God to desire to understand these prophecies. Rather, God appreciates and rewards with understanding those who so inquire. 

The title of this chapter is taken from I Thessalonians 5:1-5:

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.

For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

For when they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief:

Ye are all the children of light, and children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness;
Brother Russell lays great emphasis on the contrasting personal pronouns "you", and "they" in this passage and other similar scriptures - you know, you are in the light; while they are in darkness, they suffer travail and destruction.  And this distinction of the you and they classes is proof that dispensational truth now due is the sickle that separates the "you" from the "they", the wheat from the tares.  But it is not merely how much you know or how well you can explain prophetic truth that distinguishes the wheat.  No - and this is perhaps the most important point of chapter one - the object of time prophecy is to strengthen, comfort, encourage, and guide the church, so that we will not fear or be misled by the events of our day, but will rather be perfect, thoroughly furnished with a knowledge of our privileges and duties in this Day of the Lord. 

Chapter two - Bible Chronology

Chapter two, entitled "Bible Chronology"  begins on page 33 and is thirty pages long.  This chapter can be summarized as making two points.  First, the span of time from man's beginning to the present day can be determined from Biblical and historical records, and that span of time is six thousand years, not tens or even hundreds of thousands of years as some evolutionists declare.  The key date and event where Bible records end and reliable history begins is the first year of the reign of Cyrus of Persia in 536 BC.  The second point of this chapter is that the date of our Lord's birth was around October 1, BC2, not BC4 as most Bible historians preach.  The details are in the volume, and the importance of these two points is that they give us the horizontal scale of the chart of the ages and a reference point for time before and after Christ.  
Chapter Three - The Fulfillment of Time Prophecy at the First Advent of Christ

Chapter three, beginning on page 63 is only ten pages long and is entitled, The Fulfillment of Time Prophecy at the First Advent of Christ.  The theme text is the familiar Daniel 9:23-27.  
“At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision. 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy.

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the prince, shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war; desolations are determined.

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate; even until the consummation, and that determined, shall be poured upon the desolate.”
In his discussion of this passage, Br Russell uses this prophecy as an example of how prophecies in general should be analyzed and interpreted, particularly in the principle of a prophetic day symbolizing a literal year.  Also, Br Russell points out that this prophecy is the only one that marks the beginning of the Jewish Age harvest, and our Lord's first advent.  The explanation of this prophecy is that 70 prophetic weeks, which equal 490 prophetic days, symbolize 490 literal years marked off, or beginning, at the decree to rebuild Jerusalem.  Some, but not the majority, of Bible historians put that decree at 454BC.  From that date, the first 69 of the 70 weeks point to Messiah the Prince, referring to Jesus at His baptism - since Messiah means anointed - in the year AD29.  Jesus was cut off, or crucified in the midst of the seven year 70th prophetic week, in the year AD33, and the end of the 70th week was in AD36 when God's favor, which had continued with a remnant of faithful individual Jews even though the nation of Israel had been cast off, finally ended.  We can reasonably conclude that Cornelius, the first Gentile convert was baptized in AD36  at the end of the 70th week.

The volume chapter and the prophecy in Daniel end with a reference to the distress and trouble which would befall Jerusalem and the Hebrew people after the seventy weeks were ended, and indeed, Israel's cup has been a cup of sorrow from then, until their appointed time.

Chapter Four - The Times of the Gentiles
Chapter four begins on page 73 and is thirty pages long.  The theme text is Luke 21: 24:

And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all the nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.
Below are the first two short paragraphs of the chapter.  Notice the word "interval" used twice.
The term "Times of the Gentiles" was applied by our Lord to that interval of earth's history between the removal of the typical Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Israel, and the introduction and establishment of its antitype, the true Kingdom of God, when Christ comes to be "glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe in that day." . . . During this interval, the dominion of earth was to be exercised by Gentile governments; and Israel, both fleshly and spiritual, have been and are to be subject to these powers until their time is expired.
Do you remember that short but important two word sentence from the final chapter of the book?  "Nothing intervenes."  Well, here Pastor Russell says, the Times of the Gentiles intervene, and must end before the kingdom can come.  The point of this chapter is to show that the Times of the Gentiles are a period of 2520 years that began in 606BC and end in 1914AD, thus removing this text as an intervening barrier to the establishment of the kingdom.  To lead to that conclusion, Br Russell introduces the concept of Dominion of the Earth, which passes through various hands in the history of mankind.  The pastor traces dominion of the earth from its beginnings when Adam was created and had dominion over a perfect earth, through the angels, then the nation of Israel as a typical kingdom, and finally to the Gentiles for a fixed, pre-ordained time, ending in 1914.  On pages 77 and 78, Br Russell lists seven secondary conclusions that follow from the main conclusion that the Gentile Times of dominion would end in 1914.  The seven secondary conclusions are:

1. In 1914, the Kingdom of God will begin to assume control and shortly be firmly established.

2. It will be manifest to all that Jesus is and has been present, doing the preparatory work of setting up the kingdom.

3. The church will be complete.

4. Jerusalem will be restored to favor.

5. Israel's blindness will begin to be turned away.

6. The great time of trouble will reach its culmination.

7.  God's kingdom will be shown to have been in the earth and organized and ready to smite the Gentile 
image of Daniel chapter 2, as soon as the Gentile times expired.

We will digress to bring into our study the forward to volume two, because much of what Pastor Russell said in the forward relates to this chapter and these seven points.  On pages ii and iii of the forward, Br Russell confirms the correctness of the Bible chronology presented in chapter two and the correctness of the ending of the times of the gentiles beginning in 1914, marking the beginning of the eviction process rather than the completion of the gentile kingdoms destruction.  On page iv, the single mistake acknowledged in the forward is the expectation that the church would be complete prior to the end of the times of the gentiles.  At the bottom of page iv is a sentiment each one of us in this room can assent to, "Many, indeed, can express themselves as being thankful to the Lord that the culmination of the Church's hopes was not reached at the time we expected; and that we, as the Lord's people, have further opportunities of perfecting holiness, and of being participators with our master in the further presentation of his message to his people." End quote.

Returning to chapter four, to prove the main conclusion, that the Gentile times would end in 1914, Br. Russell establishes that the Gentile lease of dominion began when the Jewish lease of dominion ended at the overthrow of the last king of Israel - Zedekiah - in 606BC.  Next, Br. Russell establishes the length of the Gentile lease of dominion as "Seven Times" from three mentions of the phrase "seven times" in the Old Testament - once in Leviticus, and twice in Daniel.  The word "time" is explained to be a prophetic year of 360 days, seven times or seven prophetic years thus multiplying out to 2520 prophetic days.  And, using the principle of a prophetic day representing a literal year introduced in the previous chapter, Br Russell then completes the argument that the Gentile times end in 1914 by adding 2520 years to 606BC.  
Chapter Five - The Manner of our Lord's Return and Appearing
Chapter Five, beginning on page 103, is the second longest in volume two.  It is seventy pages long, and is entitled, "The Manner of our Lord's Return and Appearing."  From the title, you can probably guess that the main point of the chapter is the difficult task of showing first-time readers that, contrary to what nearly all of them had been taught in their churches, Jesus' return will not be visible in the heavens with great fire in the sky and horrible burning and destruction on the earth.  Rather, the manner of our Lord's return and appearing would be invisible, yet at an appointed time prior to the end of the gentile times, and known to his watchful followers. Br Russell once again hearkens back to volume one in which the object of our Lord's return - the restitution of all things was examined, and then he describes the relationship of the first advent to the second advent as cause to effect, with the intervening (there's that word again - intervening) Gospel age, set aside for the selection of the Church class of footstep followers.  Then our Pastor makes several key points:

· Jesus is no longer flesh, but a spirit being having the divine nature

· After his resurrection, Jesus manifested himself to His disciples in a bodily form to calm them and convince them of the great truths to be impressed upon them and to reaffirm their faith.

· At His second advent, our master again strengthens the faith of His disciples, not with physical appearances, but by his word of truth.

· The world in general will also become aware of His presence by His exhibitions of great power in the affairs of men, primarily in the trouble upon the earth and its outcome - God's kingdom.

The last thirty pages or so of the fifth chapter of volume two include an analysis of seemingly conflicting scriptures on the subject of the manner of the Lord's return and appearing. Among these are, on one hand, Revelation 16:15, "Behold I come as a thief," and on the other hand, 1 Thessalonians 4:16, " The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God."  Most seemingly conflicting scriptures, like these two, can be harmonized by distinguishing the literal from the symbolic, and interpreting the symbolic in harmony with the literal.   Thus Jesus does literally return invisibly, like a thief, yet with a symbolic shout of encouragement heard by the spiritual hearers, and with a commanding, but symbolic voice of authority and power, and in the time period announced by the sounding of the symbolic seventh trumpet.

Another difficult scripture is Acts 1:11, spoken by the angel at our Lord's ascension, "This same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven shall so come, in like manner, as ye have seen him go into heaven."  The words "in like manner" properly understood mean, observed only by his faithful followers, and not visible to the human eye.  The chapter concludes with the familiar explanation of how scriptures containing the Greek word parousia, so often mistranslated coming, but really signifying presence, when properly understood, give us a wealth of insight into the conditions existing on earth when our Lord invisibly, like a thief, returns.  Having established the manner of Jesus' return, the next logical consideration is the time of his return, which is the subject of chapter six.

Chapter Six - Earth's Great Jubilee
Chapter six really begins on the last two pages of chapter five, where Br Russell says on pages 170, 171 and 172:

The next chapter will present Bible evidence that 1874 A.D. was the exact date of the beginning of the "Times of Restitution," and hence of our Lord's return.
But while the reader is thus informed of what will be proved in succeeding chapters, he must not expect to have passages of Scripture pointed out in which these matters and these dates are plainly written. On the contrary, he must bear in mind that all these things have been hidden by the Lord, in such manner that they could not be understood or appreciated until the due time had come, and then only by his earnest, faithful children, who esteem truth as more precious than rubies, and who are willing to seek it as men search for silver. The things here stated in few words will be proved point by point; and while many may prefer to take a statement without the trouble of verifying it from the Scriptures, this will not be the case with the real truth-seeker. He must, so far as possible, make every point, argument and proof his own, direct from God's Word, by tracing all the connections and thus convincing himself of the truthfulness of the account presented.
Chapter six, proper, begins on page 173 and is entitled, "Earth's Great Jubilee."  It is 27 pages long and begins by declaring the importance of God's dealings with natural Israel as types or illustrations of his dealings with other classes of his children at later times.  While not every Bible character and incident should be regarded as typical, the major ones such as the Passover, the Tabernacle, and the Jubilee feature of the Mosaic Law are worthy of such consideration.  And on page 175 is this succinct statement of the point of the entire chapter:

In this chapter we propose to examine that typical feature of the Mosaic Law known as the Jubilee, and to show that it was intended to foreshadow the great Restitution, the recovery of mankind from the fall, to be accomplished in the Millennial age; that in its character it was an illustration of the coming Restitution; and that in the manner of its reckoning it furnishes time regulations which, when understood and applied, indicate clearly the time for the beginning of the antitype, the "Restitution of all things." Acts 3:19-21
The pastor then goes on to describe the typical Jubilee as recorded in Leviticus chapter 25, and the counting of seven seven year cycles followed by the fiftieth jubilee year, when the promised release from debt and the restitution of lost property and liberty were realized.  A key concept in Br Russell's treatment of the Jubilee is the theme text of the chapter, Matt 5:18 - "Verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law, till all be fulfilled."  Br Russell makes the argument that the jubilee feature of the law seems to have passed without fulfillment - it simply ended, ceased to be observed.  But then he points out that the ending of the typical jubilee after nineteen cycles of fifty years in 625BC was really the beginning of a grander, antitypical jubilee cycle of 50 times 50 years pointing to 1874 as the beginning of the times of restitution of all things promised in Acts 3:19-21.  Further, the year 1874, was not merely one jubilee year at the end of this 50 times 50 counting.  No, 1874 marked the beginning of a grand jubilee lasting one thousand years -as we sang in our opening hymn.  And, on page 188, Br Russell states plainly the astounding conclusion he has been leading up to, that since the beginning of the times of restitution require the presence of the great restorer (Acts 3:19-21), therefore our Lord has been present since the times of restitution began in 1874.

This 50 times 50 counting of the grand jubilee cycle, starting where the typical jubilees ceased, and ending with the 1000 year times of restitution beginning in 1874, is illustrated on page 186 in a chart titled "The Jubilee as a type in the law."  There is as you'll remember a second, completely separate counting of jubilee cycles that also points to 1874, and this second counting of Jubilee cycles is illustrated on page 195 in a chart titled, "The Jubilee viewed prophetically."  This counting begins at the first typical cycle and ends seventy (not fifty, but seventy) cycles later, seventy being prophesied by Jeremiah as the total number of years the land would have rested if the jubilees had run their typical course.  The seventy cycles include the nineteen typical jubilee cycles of fifty years actually observed plus fifty-one more cycles of forty-nine years without the fiftieth jubilee year since none were observed after the first nineteen.  The chart shows this second jubilee calculation pointing to the same conclusion as the first, that the times of restitution pictured by the jubilee began in 1874.

Chapter Seven - The Parallel Dispensations

Chapter seven begins on page 201 and is entitled "The Parallel Dispensations."  The chapter is forty-nine pages long and expands the premise of the previous chapter on the jubilees, that premise being that God's dealings with individuals and with the nation of Israel in Biblical times are types or illustrations of his dealings with other of his children at later times, and further, that there are time correspondencies as well.  The first parallel called to our attention is that throughout the Jewish age, there was a true natural or fleshly Israel and a nominal fleshly Israel, styled as wheat and chaff.   So to, throughout the Gospel Age, there is a true spiritual Israel and a nominal spiritual Israel, styled as wheat and tares.  The fleshly house and the spiritual house together are described as "both the houses of Israel."  Some of the parallel dealings of God with both houses include God making a covenant with earthly promises to fleshly Israel, but a covenant with heavenly promises to spiritual Israel.  Fleshly Israel had the typical tabernacle and priesthood, while spiritual Israel has the better sacrifices of a priesthood of which Jesus is the High Priest.  Both fleshly and spiritual Israel were taken captive into Babylon - natural Israel by literal Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar in 606BC, and spiritual Israel by the nominal church systems after the early church fathers fell asleep.

Next the pastor brings out the time features of the parallel dispensations and their harvests.  The key number to remember is that both the Jewish and Gospel ages were 1845 years long, thus parallel events and dates in both ages are 1845 years apart.  On page 218 is a chart entitled "Both the Houses of Israel,"  showing the parallels, particularly in the harvests of each age and the work our Lord performed in his roles as Bridegroom, Reaper, and King at each advent.  Among the numerous scriptures analyzed and explained in this chapter is Zechariah 9:9-12 which speaks of the "double" rendered unto Israel when our Lord rode triumphantly into Jerusalem.  That word, double, "mishneh" in the Hebrew, having the thought of a duplicate, a repetition, another equal portion, a parallel dispensation.  At the very end of the chapter is a second, expanded table of parallels between "both the Houses of Israel,"  introduced with the words, "The reader's attention is directed to the table of correspondencies following, which will repay careful study."
Chapter Eight - Elias Shall first Come

Chapter eight begins on page 249 and is entitled, "Elias Shall First Come."   It is only eighteen pages long.  The theme text of the chapter is Malachi 4:5,6. 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and dreadful day of the Lord.

And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers; lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.”
The point of this chapter is that this text intervenes... remember those words from chapter ten - nothing intervenes?  This text declares that Elijah must come before the kingdom can come, so Br Russell sets out to show that Elijah has already come, so that he can still say, "nothing intervenes."    

The Old Testament Elijah was a mighty man of God in turning the children of Israel away from the worship of Baal, and back to the worship of Jehovah.  But the literal Elijah was not the Elijah who must come before the kingdom, since Malachi lived and gave his prophecy long after the Old Testament Elijah had died.  At our Lord's first advent, John the Baptist taught and preached in the spirit and power of Elijah, but he failed to turn the hearts of most of the people to God.  John was an antitype of Elijah, but John was not the real Elijah spoken of by Malachi, because John's work was limited to the nation of Israel, whereas Malachi prophesied of a work to be done in the whole earth.  Who then is the Elijah who must first come?  The real Elijah spoken of by Malachi, is, of course, the Church class, who, like, John the Baptist also fail to turn the hearts of the people to God, as God's plan anticipated, and so comes the great and dreadful day of the Lord as the scripture we just read warns, when the earth is smitten and the old social order is destroyed to make way for the kingdom.  That is the fulfillment of Malachi 4:5,6.  Elijah, the Church class, has come and has nearly completed her work.  Now the great and dreadful day of the Lord, already beginning, will shortly do its work.

Much of the chapter is devoted to pointing out similarities between the life and work of Elijah and the life and work of the Church, as well as the similarities between the life and work of John the Baptist and the life and work of the Church, especially the trouble and persecution John endured at the hands of Herod and Herodias.  The chapter concludes with a brief examination of the miracles of Elijah’s successor, Elisha and how they typify the future restitution work.

Chapter Nine - The Man of Sin - Antichrist

Chapter nine begins on page 267 and is entitled, "The Man of Sin - Antichrist.  It is the longest chapter in the volume - 96 pages long, but it can be boiled down to one point about one scripture, 2 Thessalonians 2:3:

“let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition,”
The point of this scripture also has to do with those two important words we read before - "nothing intervenes."  Br. Russell says this in the first paragraph of chapter nine on page 267:

IN VIEW of these pointed words of the Apostle Paul, showing that a character which he designates "The Man of Sin" must precede the coming of the Day of the Lord, which we have proved has already begun to dawn, it is important that we look about, to see if such a character has yet appeared. For if such a character as Paul and the other apostles so carefully describe has not yet come, the above words should be understood as Paul's veto to all the other testimony concerning the Lord's presence and the setting up of his Kingdom now. And that veto must stand as an unanswerable argument until this Man of Sin shall be recognized, corresponding in every particular to the prophetic description.
In searching out the identity of this man of sin, Pastor Russell first calls attention to his other scriptural titles including That Wicked One, Antichrist, The Mystery of Iniquity, and others.  Next, Br Russell establishes the symbolic nature of these titles and that they do not refer to one literal individual person.  Then the pastor traces the history of the falling away from the original simplicity and purity of the doctrines and life of the Christian Church prior to the rising and setting up of the Papacy - the office of the Pope - The man of sin.  So that none could dismiss the conclusion that the Papacy is this man of sin, our pastor quotes extensively from secular as well as religious historians, including Catholic authorities among them, showing how the Papal system fulfilled not only 2 Thessalonians 2:3, but many other scriptures as well.  In language that borders on the indelicate for his day, Br Russell delineates the atrocities perpetrated by the Inquisition in the alleged service of God, and then closes his presentation in the subhead titled "Is there room for doubt" with these words on page 356:

We have traced Antichrist's rise, out of an apostasy or "falling away" in the Christian Church; we have heard its blasphemous claim to be Christ's Kingdom and that its pope is Vicegerent of Christ--"another God, on earth"; we have heard its great swelling words of blasphemy, arrogating to itself titles and powers belonging to the true Lord of lords and King of kings; we have seen how terribly it fulfilled the prediction, "He shall wear out the saints";
In view of all this testimony, is there room for doubt that it was concerning Papacy that the apostles and prophets were inspired to write, describing minutely as they do its prominent characteristics? We think there should remain no doubt in any unbiased mind that Papacy is the Antichrist, the Man of Sin; and that no one man could possibly fulfil the predictions. Papacy's unparalleled success, as a counterfeit Christ, deceiving the whole world, has amply fulfilled our Master's prediction,
Thus 2 Thessalonians 2:3 is not an intervening barrier to the time for the setting up of God's kingdom.  And to put a hopeful upbeat end to what has otherwise been a morbid chapter, Br Russell spends the last four pages of the chapter describing Antichrist's final end as prophesied in 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12,  declaring how the Lord Jesus will destroy the man of sin with the bright shining of his presence and the light of truth exposing rights and wrongs on every subject.

Chapter Ten - The Time is at Hand
That brings us full circle once again to the final chapter of the volume, chapter ten, which is entitled, The Time is at hand, the same as the title of the book.  It's the shortest chapter in the volume, only four pages, but it's the most exciting.  Read these stirring words from page 363:

“THE Time is at Hand for the establishment of the Redeemer's Kingdom. This is the concurrent testimony of the foregoing chapters. Nothing intervenes. . .The lease of power to the Gentile kingdoms must terminate with the year 1914. The great antitypical Jubilee, the Times of Restitution of all things, had its beginning in the year 1874, when the presence of the great Restorer was also due. . . The Elias has come,  . . .The Man of Sin has been  revealed in all his hateful deformity . . . The establishment of the long promised Kingdom of Messiah is therefore the great event just before us. Not only so, but its establishment is now in progress”
And then as he almost always does, Br Russell reminds us that the value of having this understanding of the Times of the Gentiles, Bible Chronology, the parallel dispensations, and so forth, is not merely to make us smarter than other Christians - no.  Hear these concluding thoughts, and listen for the words "another object" three times on page 364:

That we might now have the comfort of this knowledge, and not be in doubt and perplexity, was but part of the object in the giving of the time prophecies. Another object was, that, as the representatives of that kingdom among men, we should be aware of the great dispensational changes now in progress, and able to bear testimony before the world, regarding God's plan. . . Another object is, that the faithful, thus armed and strengthened by God's Word, may be enabled to stand firm, when so many will be falling into infidelity and various other deceptive errors, which will soon sweep over "Christendom." Another object is, to give force and point to the entire Plan of the Ages. . . to quicken and awaken us fully, and keep us active in his service.
Volume Two
The Time Is At Hand

"The time is at hand for the establishment of the
Redeemer's Kingdom. Nothing Intervenes"

Chapter One — Special Times and Seasons Divinely Appointed
Understand volume one before you read volume two.  Prophecies are given to quicken, ripen and separate wheat from tares, and to strengthen, comfort, guide, and encourage the church. God appreciates and rewards with understanding, those who inquire into the deep things.  

Chapter Two — Bible Chronology
The span of time from Adam to today can be determined accurately from Bible accounts and reliable secular history. That span is about six thousand years, not tens or hundreds of thousands.  The key date where the Bible leaves off and secular history takes over is 536bc—the first year of Cyrus of Persia.  The date of Jesus' birth can be determined as being bc 2, not bc 4.
Chapter Three — The Fulfillment of Time Prophecy at the First Advent of Christ

The Seventy Weeks of Daniel 9:24-27 is the only prophecy that points to the beginning of the Jewish age harvest and Jesus' first advent.  Using the principle of a prophetic day equals a literal year, the seventy weeks symbolize 490 literal years from 454 bc to 36 ad.  The seventieth week began in 29 ad.  Jesus was "cut off" in the midst of the week, in 33 ad.  Cornelius, became the first Gentile convert at the end of the seventieth week, 36 ad.

Chapter Four — The Times of the Gentiles

Luke 21:24 declares that the Times of the Gentiles intervene before the kingdom can be established.  The Gentile Times began in 606 bc, and were seven "times" or seven prophetic years long, equaling 2520 literal years, ending in 1914 ad.  Seven conclusions relating to the Times of the Gentiles are:

1.  In 1914, the Kingdom of God will begin to assume control and shortly be firmly established.

2.  It will be manifest to all that Jesus is and has been present, doing the preparatory work of setting up the kingdom.

3.  The church will be complete.

4.  Jerusalem will be restored to favor.

5.  Israel's blindness will begin to be turned away.

6.  The great time of trouble will reach its culmination.

7.  God's kingdom will be shown to have been in the earth and organized and ready to smite the Gentile 
image of Daniel chapter 2, as soon as the Gentile times expire.


(See the forward for Pastor Russell's final comments on the above points)

Chapter Five — The Manner of our Lord's Return and Appearing

· Jesus' return will be invisible, not with fire in heaven and destruction on the earth.

· Jesus is no longer flesh, but spirit.

· Jesus' post-resurrection appearances calmed his disciples and confirmed their faith.

· At his second advent, Jesus strengthens us by his word of truth.

· The world will discern Jesus' invisible presence by His exhibitions of power in man's affairs.

· Symbolic verses describing the manner of Jesus' return must conform to plainly literal texts.

Chapter Six — Earth's Great Jubilee

· The purpose of this chapter is to show that Jesus returned invisibly, in the year 1874.

· Major Bible characters and events are typical - symbolic of God's larger dealings with His people.

· The Jubilee was highly typical of the restitution of all things promised in Acts 3:19-21.

· The Jubilee cycles of seven times seven years followed by the fiftieth jubilee year point to the times of restitution beginning in 1874 by two independent calculations - the jubilee as a type, and the jubilee in prophecy.

· The astounding conclusion that Jesus returned invisibly in 1874 is the direct result of Acts 3:19-21, that if the times of restitution have begun, then the great restorer must be present!

Chapter Seven — The Parallel Dispensations

God's dealings with individuals and nations in Biblical times are types or illustrations of His larger dealings with other of His children at later times.  The Jewish and Gospel Ages are remarkably similar.
	        JEWISH AGE
	          GOSPEL AGE

	Nominal and Real fleshly Israel
	Nominal and Real spiritual Israel

	Wheat and Chaff
	Wheat and Tares

	Earthly covenant
	Heavenly covenant

	Typical tabernacle and priesthood
	Better sacrifices, Jesus the high priest

	Captive in literal Babylon
	Captive in nominal church systems


The time feature of the parallel dispensations is of particular interest.  Both ages were 1845 years long, so parallel dates and events will always be 1845 years apart.  Also important is Jesus work as Bridegroom, Reaper and King in each of His advents.  See tables on pages 218 and 246.

Chapter Eight — Elias Shall First Come

Malachi 4:5,6 requires that "Elias must first come" before the kingdom can come.  Therefore, this text intervenes.  John the Baptist was an antitype of Elijah, but the real antitype referred to by Malachi is the Church class which has come and will shortly complete her work so that the establishment of the kingdom can follow.  There are numerous similarities between the lives and works of Elijah, John the Baptist, and the Church.

Chapter Nine — The Man of Sin - Antichrist

2 Thessalonians 2:3 is also an intervening text.  The Man of Sin, however has been revealed, as the Papacy - the office of the Pope, by the nature of its many evil deeds and general character.  However, Antichrist's final end is also prophesied and will shortly come to pass in the bright shining of Jesus' presence.

Chapter Ten — The Time is at Hand

The time is at hand for the establishment of the Redeemer's Kingdom.  Nothing intervenes.  The Times of Restitution have begun, the Lord is present, and the Gentile Times have ended.  Elias has come and the Man of Sin has been revealed.  Four objects of God in giving time prophecies to us are: 

· To give us the comfort of knowledge

· To equip us to bear witness to the world of God's unfolding plan

· To enable us to stand firm in the truth, undeceived by the errors that will ensnare many

· To spur us to greater zeal as the days grow shorter

