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STUDY #4
THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES—THE FIRST WORLD
When one sees the world and its state of affairs, one wonders about the purpose of life? Is there any plan? Countries have plans. Corporations make plans. Families and even individuals make plans and they try to live according to that plan.
[image: image1.emf]Today the question we will explore is: Does God Have A Plan? Yes, He does: “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints” (1 Corinthians 14:33). God is a God of order. He has a plan. He calls it His vision: “And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it” (Habakkuk 2:2). God through the prophet Habakkuk speaks of “Writing down the vision and making it plain upon tables.” This prophecy was fulfilled in its “due time” and today this chart before us is that “vision.”

God’s Divine Plan

God’s divine plan is hidden in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. It is “here a little and there a little.” But at the proper time, God decided to make it “plain” on a “table” or chart.
But this may not seem to be “plain” at all. It is much like someone who walks into an architect’s office and sees the various plans and blueprints for buildings. Little could be understood until the architect himself explains them to us. Likewise the great, divine architect must explain his great plan to us.
We will gradually understand God’s plan and its various features as we study the plan of God in great detail. Today we will only look at the semicircles A, B, and C in this chart. They are labelled FIRST WORLD, SECOND WORLD, and THIRD WORLD.
We read of these three worlds in Peter’s second letter: “For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: but the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. … Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” (2 Peter 3:5-7,13)
Here the apostle Peter speaks of the “world that was” before the flood, “the present evil world,” and, according to his promise, a “new world to come” where righteousness dwells. Each world is said to have “a heaven and an earth.”

Let us learn more about that from Paul’s second letter to the church at Corinth: “It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth), such an one caught up to the third heaven. And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth), how that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.” (2 Corinthians 12:1-4)
Here the apostle Paul speaks of “a man in Christ” who in a “vision” was “caught up” to the “third heaven” and saw a “paradise” and things “not permitted to be told.” What is this “third heaven”? Where are the “first” and “second” heavens?
In the Bible the English word “heaven” has three meanings:
1. The abode or the home of God, where He resides (Ecclesiastes 5:2).
2. The sky and space containing the sun, moon, and stars (Psalm 19:1).
3. The third meaning is used extensively in the Bible such as in Matthew: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). Which “heaven” and which “earth” passes away? Does “God’s abode” or the “sky” pass away? Of course not. Then which “heaven and earth” passes away? Is the literal sky or the literal earth going to be destroyed? 
We find the answer to these questions in Ecclesiastes: “One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever” (Ecclesiastes 1:4). The earth “abides forever.” It will not ever pass away.

We read in another place: “Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever” (Psalm 104:5). The earth’s foundations will last forever. The earth cannot be moved nor be destroyed … EVER!

The prophet Isaiah wrote: “For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited; I am the LORD; and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:18). Not only is the earth to abide forever but it was not made to be empty but to be “inhabited” forever. Then which “heaven and earth” passes away?
The words in Matthew 24:35 are not literal language but symbolic language. The apostle Paul explains what “heaven” means in symbolic language: “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). The “prince of the power of the air” refers to Satan and his spiritual, invisible rulership of this earth at the present time. This is the important third meaning of the English word “heaven.”
The symbolic “earth” is defined for us by Isaiah: “Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him. The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word. … The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again.” (Isaiah 24:1-3,19,20)
This “earth” refers not to our planet but to the human systems of organization under that spiritual rulership. Thus the symbolic “earth” refers to the visible earthly human rulership. It consists of four “elements” or parts: 1) governmental or political; 2) social; 3: religious; 4) financial or economic. These four systems make up the symbolic “earth.”

Since the fall of Adam into sin these “heavens and earth” are being controlled by evil angels, and fallen evil men who are the instruments of these fallen angels. But this “heaven” and “earth” of Satan’s rulership is to pass away and a new “heaven” and a new “earth” will replace it as we read very clearly: “I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away” (Revelation 21:1).
We read of the new heavens and earth in Isaiah: “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former [heaven and earth] shall not be remembered, nor come into mind” (Isaiah 65:17). This is the new “invisible spiritual rulership” of the earth with its new “visible human rulership.” The present “evil world” is to be followed by a world “wherein dwelleth righteousness.”

What will that new “heavens” and invisible spiritual rulership be like? Daniel tells us: “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13,14)
Here “one like the Son of Man” is given an everlasting dominion and kingdom over the people of the earth. That “world” will be under the rulership of “the Son of man” Jesus, and that is what Jesus actually said to Pontius Pilate: “My Kingdom is not of this world [the second world]” (John 18:36).
Many have failed to understand this and think Jesus was referring to a kingdom in heaven. Not at all. Jesus was referring to the “spiritual rulership” of the third world over the earth or the “new heavens” which will be his.
And there is to be a new earth too with a new government or political system. Jesus said:  “… sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 8:11). Why will all people come to them? Because they are to be the human leaders: “Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth” (Psalm 45:16). These are called the “ancient worthies.” 
The apostle speaks in detail of these faithful ones in Hebrews chapter 11. These were the “fathers” or forefathers of Jesus when he came in the flesh. They are all dead now and they were all dead then, too!! But when the time comes for “in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22), they will rise from the dead at the hands of Jesus (John 11:25) who will then be the “second Adam” and they will be his children. And the reward they receive is that they will become the “princes” in all the earth—the visible human rulers in all countries of God’s kingdom. How wonderful is the plan of God! And how suitable indeed will be these visible rulers on earth in that glorious Kingdom!!

There is to be a one world religion with universal knowledge of the true God: “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one” (Zechariah 14:9). There will be no more. confusion about the knowledge and worship of God. 
All of mankind are to equally gain their rights and privileges, and the great differences between the rich (“mountains”) and poor (“valleys”) will disappear: “Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain” (Isaiah 40:4).
In the new economic system of the coming “Third World” none will lack their basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter: “They shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them” (Isaiah 65:21). Then people will inhabit their own houses and not rented houses. The fruitfulness of all labor will be sweet. This will be unlike today when indebted farmers are forced to yield the fruit of their labors to others, including money lenders and banks.
This “Third World” is to be without end: “Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end” (Ephesians 3:21). Thus the end of the world refers to the end of a fixed period of time and its systems.

The “third heaven” referred to in 2 Corinthians 12:2 is the “heaven” or invisible spiritual rulership of the third world —the “third” heaven
—the kingdom of God on earth of which the apostle Paul saw “visions”— a glorious time indeed!!

The First World
The “first world” or the “world that then was” (2 Peter 3:6) extended from Adam’s creation until the day the flood began—a period of 1,656 years. We are told: “For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak” (Hebrews 2:5). From this scripture we understand that angels (fallen evil ones) were permitted to rule the first and second worlds.

Regarding the “First World” we read: “God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters” (Genesis 1:6). This verse shows a firmament— “in the midst of the waters”— was to divide “the waters from the waters.” This describes a suspended layered water canopy over the earth, which God made for the protection of man from direct sunlight. It encircled the whole earth and was like a giant umbrella of protection. Peter refers to it: “And the earth standing out of the water and in the water” (2 Peter 3:5). It was this water canopy that broke during the flood (“The windows of heaven were opened ”— Genesis 7:11) and the falling, collapsing layers (the layers were rings one above the other like layers in plywood) caused forty days and forty nights of rain to fully flood the earth. 
Now to another point about the first world: “For in the day that thou [Adam] eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17). Why did Adam not die in the day he ate the fruit? Adam lived 930 years (Genesis 5:5). Some say Adam died “spiritually” on that day but died “physically” much later. We disagree.
The “day” referred to is not an earthly 24-hour day since the “Lord God” was speaking. It is Jesus as he was before he became a man. Peter tells us how Jesus calculates a day: “One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8).
For Jesus one day is equivalent to a thousand of our years or about 365,000 literal 24-hour days. Thus it has been that none of mankind has ever lived beyond one “day” of a thousand years. The longest any man has ever lived is 969 years and that was Methuselah (Genesis 5:27).
Another point about that first world: “For if God spared not the angels that sinned” (2 Peter 2:4). Who are these angels and how did they sin? It all happened in the first world: “It came to pass that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair [beautiful] and they took them wives of all which they chose. There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.” (Genesis 6:1-4).
These angels who came to help mankind were deceived, probably by Satan, into remaining in human form which they could “assume” and even married women and produced a new breed called nephilim. These were half-human and half-angelic, and they were giants. These children of the angels began to dominate and corrupt the earth. They influenced mankind to commit such evil that it is said of them: “Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). Human beings rapidly became slaves to this “giant” and superior, highly-depraved breed. Thus the Lord in his wisdom and love brought this whole order of things to a close by the flood.
What was the “sin” of these angels, “the angels which kept not their first estate but left their own habitation” (Jude 6)? They did not keep their own “angelic” nature but sought to transgress God’s will by mixing the human and angelic natures.
Noah’s Example of Faith

From the destruction caused by the flood only Noah and his family were saved. (Genesis 6:17,18) That was because “Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God” (Genesis 6:9). The phrase “perfect in his generations” means no angelic blood was mixed up in Noah’s family genealogy as had happened in most other families at that time. Noah’s family was purely human and Noah was a God-fearing man.
Peter refers to Noah: “[God] saved Noah a preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5). Did Noah go from place to place preaching as we understand the word “preacher” to mean? Preaching can be of two kinds:
1. Preaching with the tongue and by words.

2. Preaching with action and by example.

Noah preached “righteousness” the second way because “actions speak louder than words.” Noah’s faith and obedience to God’s words (Genesis 6:22) in building the great ark over a period of 120 years was the “great sermon” before the “First World.” When Noah first began to build the ark, it was known to only his own family. Gradually as the ark grew in size it began to be visible to his neighbors. As more time went by and the ark became larger it was visible to the whole area where he lived. Then finally as the building of the ark reached its conclusion and the giant ship stood on the land, it was visible to all the people around. They must have made many enquiries about the ark. Noah’s answers about the coming “flood” and the rain must have caused them to make fun of him. But Noah never stopped his work or lost his faith.
This great labor of his was his “sermon of righteousness” and what an ark it was (Genesis 6:15): 300 cubits long (450 feet), 50 cubits wide (75 feet), and 30 cubits high (45 feet). Imagine building such an ark, and doing it with just basic tools, with none of today’s technology and machinery. It was the length of one and a half football fields. 
More than that, as yet it had never rained on the earth: “And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground” (Genesis 2:5,6).
The trees were watered by the mist so no one knew what rain was. No one could understand Noah when he spoke of “rain,” so much rain, in fact, as to flood the whole earth. They must have though Noah had lost his mind. But Noah believed and showed his belief by his actions!! And with such great faith Noah and his family of seven crossed from the First World to the Second World.

In the next lesson we will meet Noah and his family after the flood and study how the Second World began, and how and through whom the races of the human family came about.
For the moment we shall leave Noah and his family in the ark outside of which was the flood that destroyed the First World upon the earth.
—Amen—

� The first world’s “heaven” was the “first heaven”; the second world’s “heaven” is the “second heaven.”





