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STUDY #6
FAITH
Today we will study faith, something everybody exercises in some form or other each day. One has faith the sun will rise tomorrow morning. One has faith that after working he will be paid the wages he is owed. One has faith that money deposited in a bank is safe. 
A Muslim has faith that protection from evil spirits is gained by bathing in bath water mixed with sweet smelling powder. IT IS HIS FAITH.

A Buddhist has faith in rebirth, reincarnation, and a cycle of births to attain nirvana of the soul (an escape from further rebirth). IT IS HIS FAITH.

A Roman Catholic has faith that a visit to a sacred shrine which includes praying to Mary the mother of Jesus will benefit him and insure that his prayers are answered. IT IS HIS FAITH.

These are various examples of faith all around us. But how should we define faith? This is the Bible’s definition: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith is a strong belief or conviction about unseen things, like believing God exists. This kind of faith is of three types:
1. SAVING FAITH 
This is the faith of a salvation from the present conditions of suffering and death. All religions have a plan of salvation. The Bible states: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
2. DAY-TO-DAY FAITH 
This is the faith exercised for daily providence, protection, and guidance. The Bible states: “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11).
3. DOCTRINAL FAITH 
This is the faith based on teachings or doctrines which vary among religions and among the many Christian denominations.

These types of faith are possessed by everyone in some way or other. This brings us to another and quite different faith: “Building up yourselves on your most holy faith” (Jude 20). It is called the “most holy faith.” What is this “most holy faith”? And what does “building up” mean? 
Jude earlier wrote: “Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). This most holy faith was “once delivered unto the saints” by Jesus Christ, God’s son. To better understand this “faith” and what “the son” brought with him, we are told: “The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). This “grace and truth” that came by Jesus was “… spoken unto us by His son” (Hebrews 1:2). Jesus spoke God’s words: “For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God” (John 3:34).
Jesus spoke God’s words. And this we can say about God’s words: “Thy word is truth” (John 17:17). God’s words are truth and they were spoken by Jesus. Upon these words of truth was built a faith called the most holy faith. All of God’s words of truth are recorded in the Bible.
Today many have no faith or belief in the Bible. Most Christians have no idea which books are in the Bible and they do not understand it. For those of us who firmly believe God’s Word is the Bible, we see how God revealed these words of his: “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his son” (Hebrews 1:1,2). This is how God revealed his words:
 “times past”—a reference to the Old Testament period;

“sundry times”—a period of 1,600 years for the Old Testament;

“divers manners” —a reference to prophecies, symbols, and types, and through the mouths of angels and prophets.
“these last days” —a reference to the New Testament spanning a period of a hundred years in the “last days” of the Jewish Age.
“by his son” —a reference to the words of Jesus which would be recorded by the twelve apostles. 
God’s Word is cam be found in the Old Testament with its 39 books, and the New Testament with its 27 books: 66 books in all. In these 66 books we find “the truth.” They are God’s complete revelation beginning at Genesis and extending through Revelation. Furthermore: “If any man shall add unto these things, take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life” (Revelation 22:18,19).
This was a clear command from God cautioning us not to add or remove from the Word of God. There are no missing books in the Bible as some seem to think. The same prohibition is found in the Old Testament: “Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar” (Proverbs 30:6). God is strict about not adding or taking from his words and of maintaining the accuracy and purity of his word.

The apostle Paul declared: “I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). God’s words are not to be spoken selectively to please men but care must be taken so we please God.

Is the Bible we have today devoid of “adding and taking away”? It may be a surprise, but the answer is a shocking, No! The printed Bible we have today has been translated from ancient manuscripts. Before printing was invented the Bible was handwritten upon vellum, made from the skins of animals. These were assembled into scrolls and the regular usage of these scrolls caused the handwriting to fade in time. So the whole Bible was rewritten on another scroll. Thus over a period of 1,400 years the Bible was written and rewritten many times. These handwritten copies are called “manuscripts” and are identified by names such as Syriac, Vatican, Siniatic, and the like.

The authorized King James Version of today was printed in 1611 and was  translated from a manuscript of the sixteenth century. Then in the 1940s near the Dead Sea in caves near Qumran scrolls dating to the second or third century were found. They were wonderfully preserved in that cave environment for more than 1,500 years. These scrolls were used as the basis of the New International Version. There were many places where it was found words had been added to the Bible. These are called interpolations. The two longest interpolations that were added are Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53 through 8:11.
Because of interpolations, words added by men that are not a part of God’s sacred Word, we must be careful when studying God’s Word by comparing translations. The two most popular English translations are: 1) King James Version (originally done four hundred years ago); and 2) New International Version (a relatively recent translation). An accurate understanding of God’s Word is important because “faith” based on the revealed and written words of God is the most holy faith.
In the early church it was important to them that what they were being taught be found in the Scriptures. In Berea we are told the people “received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11). They would confirm every scripture they heard, even of the apostle Paul. He called them “more noble” because they did this.
We should be like those Bereans if we want to have the most holy faith and be pleasing to God. What kind of faith do we have now? Is it just ordinary faith, or is it the most holy faith? The answer to this question is important because concerning God’s words, “Thy word is truth.” Faith not based on God’s words is untruth, is not of God. And untruth is preached by some: “Some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Timothy 4:1).
Thus faith not based on the Bible is of the devil who “abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him for he is a liar and the father of it” (John 8:44). So it is important to examine our beliefs? Do we have the most holy faith or is it simply ordinary faith? What do we believe about:
1. THE SOUL. What is the soul? Can it die? 
2. HELL. Can someone die in hell? What are its characteristics?

3. TRINITY. What is this “mystery” of three Gods being one. Is God a “Divine Mystery,” a being that can never be understand?

4. ANTICHRIST.  Who is he?

5. BIBLE CHRONOLOGY. How many years has man been on the earth? 

6. SATAN. Is he ugly? Can he die? What power does he have?

7. THE LORD’S SECOND COMING. How will we know when the Lord will come?
8. THE CHURCH. Why does the Christian church have so many denominations? Are all of them the Church of Jesus Christ? Why do we not see the unity of “one body,” “one hope of your calling” (Ephesians 4:3-6)?

9. THE KINGDOM OF GOD. Is it only in heaven? Will God’s kingdom ever be on the earth? 
If our beliefs about these subjects are based on God’s Word, we possess the most holy faith. The words, “building up yourselves on your most holy faith” (Jude 20), implies a gradual and steady growth in the knowledge of and faith in God’s word—“the truth.”
Bible study and gaining knowledge is gradual and continuous. This is what Jude calls “building.” Jesus makes this promise: “Ye shall know the truth [God’s Word] and the truth [God’s Word] shall make you free” (John 8:32).
The truth frees us from superstitious errors and false doctrines that seek to deceive us. Concerning the Word of God and its knowledge and its blessings, Paul writes: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16,17).
The knowledge and study of the scriptures is indeed useful. “For doctrine”—all the truths about every teaching and on every subject as taught in the Bible. “For reproof”—shedding light on wrong beliefs and identifying errors in teachings and doctrines. “For correction”—showing the teachings and doctrines according to the truth. “Instruction in righteousness”—it is the perfect guide to the God-approved way of life for everyone.

Which is more important: Bible study or prayer?  Jude’s answer: “Ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the holy spirit” (Jude 20). Jude says it is important to first grow in Bible knowledge through Bible study. Then prayer follows. If all Christians really followed this advice, they would study the Bible much more than they do.
—Amen—
