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[image: image1.emf]STUDY #8
THE FIFTH UNIVERSAL KINGDOM
Today we will study the kingdom of God, perhaps the most important subject of the Bible. John the Baptist’s first words were about this kingdom: “In those days came John the Baptist, saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:1,2). 

They were Jesus’ first words too: “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). Seven of Jesus’ parables in Matthew chapter 13 are known as “The Kingdom Parables.” The prayer Jesus taught his disciples mentions the kingdom: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).
Jesus’ teaching was called the gospel of the kingdom: “Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom” (Matthew 9:35). The disciples were sent out and told: “As ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 10:7).
Even though the subject of the kingdom was so important to Jesus and his disciples, it is seldom mentioned in the churches and among Christians today. That might be because of a misunderstanding of something Jesus said: “When he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation. Neither shall they say lo, here, or lo there. For behold the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:20,21). The common view has been that God’s kingdom is to be within the hearts of people and not a literal kingdom on earth. Thus there is much missionary work to establish God’s kingdom in “men’s hearts,” by converting everyone to Christianity. But that is not what Jesus said.
In Luke 17:20 Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees whom he publicly called “hypocrites” and “whitewashed sepulchers” (Matthew 23:27). He never said the kingdom of God would be within their hard hearts. 
This is how the Emphatic Diaglott translates the Greek text: “The majesty of the God in the midst of you is.” God’s kingdom has a king and it is Jesus. Although the leaders of the people did not recognize him at the time, Jesus said he was the head of that nascent kingdom and he was already among them.
The kingdom of God is to be a real kingdom that will cover and rule over the whole earth. In fact a kingdom of God existed upon this earth a long time ago, in the garden of Eden. God appointed Adam a king over the earth and said: “Let them have dominion” (Genesis 1:26).
That dominion and kingship was what is meant in the words “and hast crowned him with glory and honor” (Psalm 8:5). But soon afterward King Adam lost his crown and his kingdom. Eve was deceived; Adam made the choice to do what she did. Ever since Adam and his progeny have been slaves to Satan, and his angels have ruled over them. Satan usurped power and established his own kingdom over men.

Men also began to rule over other men and enslave them. This was never God’s will for man but he permitted it as a lesson. Eventually God established his typical kingdom among his people Israel. The kings of Israel were said to sit upon “the throne of the Lord”: “Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king instead of David his father” (1 Chronicles 29:23).
This continued until King Zedekiah, Judah’s last king, about whom the Lord said: “And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when iniquity shall have an end, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him.” (Ezekiel 21:25-27)
With Zedekiah’s removal God’s typical kingdom in Israel ended and the Gentiles began to rule over them during what the Bible calls “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24). Note especially these words: “Until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him” (Ezekiel 21:27). “He” refers to Jesus, the one possessing the right to be king in God’s kingdom, not at his first coming, but at his second coming. The Jews thought the words “the government shall be upon his shoulders” (Isaiah 9:6) referred to Messiah when he first arrived, not knowing it would be fulfilled only at the second coming of Messiah.

Christians also lost a correct understanding of that kingdom even though they keep praying for it using the Master’s words: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is done in heaven.” Christians have looked only for a heavenly kingdom while Jews have looked only for an earthly kingdom. But in fact the kingdom will be both heavenly and earthly. God’s holy objectives for this earth will be achieved when his kingdom on earth is established. God even revealed how and when his kingdom would come in two dreams found in the Book of Daniel. 
King Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

“In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream. Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation. The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dung hill. But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof. They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it. The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me. But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof. The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king’s matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” (Daniel 2:1-11)
King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had a terrible dream that disturbed him so much he awoke in the middle of the night and could not sleep anymore. Soon he forgot the dream’s details, but he was so disturbed he immediately called for his wise men, called magicians, astrologers, and sorcerers. They were asked to tell him the dream and interpret it. Because none could do it, “the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon” (Daniel 2:12).
Although counted among these wise men, Daniel and his three friends were not present when the king challenged the senior leaders. Immediately Daniel reacted: “Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon: … Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew the king the interpretation.” (Daniel 2:14-16)
The king grants Daniel his request: “Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: that they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.” (Daniel 2:17-19)
Daniel and his three Hebrew friends first prayed, then God revealed the dream to Daniel. Daniel returned to the king the next day: “There is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these; as for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.” (Daniel 2:28-30)
Before explaining anything, Daniel gives the credit and glory to God and emphasizes that he was not wiser than his more senior colleagues. He continued: “Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” (Daniel 2:31-35)
Daniel told the king he saw a great statue, awesome in appearance and size. It was made of four different metals. The head was gold; the shoulders, arms and breast was silver; the belly and thighs were copper; the feet were of iron and the feet and toes was a combination of iron and clay. 
Then a stone “not cut by human hands” struck the statue and then crushed the pieces until it became as dust; a wind carried it away. The stone then began to grow and become “a great mountain and filled the whole earth.” 
The interpretation followed: “Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.” (Daniel 2:37-40)
This was a description of the four universal world empires that would rule the whole world beginning in Daniel’s day. They were:

1. The Babylonian Empire, B.C. 606-538, pictured in the golden head.

2. The Medo-Persian Empire, B.C. 538-331, the silver chest with two arms.

3. The Grecian Empire, B.C. 331-160, the copper belly and thighs.

4. The Roman Empire, B.C. 160 to A.D. 476, the iron legs.

The feet of mixed iron and clay showed that the “iron” Roman Empire became transformed, or weakened: “Whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.” (Daniel 2:41-43)
Pure iron was the Roman empire under civil leadership. The clay represents a religious system under the leadership of the Bishop of Rome who claimed the authority to establish Christ’s kingdom on earth (Matthew 6:10). The alliance of civil Rome with religious Rome began what history calls “The Holy Roman Empire,” shown in the feet and toes of “iron mixed with clay.” The toes are independent kingdoms each claiming to be Christ’s kingdom (called “Christen​dom”) such as the British Empire, French Empire, Spanish Empire, etc.
Clay is imitation rock which shows that these “Christian Kingdoms” are counterfeit; they are not of God nor of Christ. And they will definitely come to an end when God’s true kingdom is established: “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” (Daniel 2:44,45)
The rock that grew to fill the whole earth is the long-prayed-for kingdom of God. It has a heavenly origin (“was cut out of the mountain without hands”) and is established on earth during “the days of these kings.” The kingdom of God does not originate with men but with God. It first destroys all the king​doms of this “present evil world,” then it “becomes a great mountain and fills the whole earth.” In this dream God presented the sequence of world empires that would arise one after another from Daniel’s day to modern times. 
Daniel’s Dream

“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters. Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.” (Daniel 7:1,2). 

Daniel’s vision begins with “the four winds of heaven [blowing] upon the great sea.” “Heaven” represents the spiritual rulership of earth and the “four winds” represent the means by which spiritual control or rulership is exercised over the earth: Political, Social, Economic, and Religious. The combined influence of the “four winds of heaven” is upon the “great sea” which represents the world of mankind in its present state of sin and death: “The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest” (Isaiah 57:20). This is the Second World as it existed at a particular time when this prophecy was revealed. 
The vision continues: “Four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another” (Daniel 7:3). These four beasts are the four world empires that we studied in Daniel chapter 2 because we are told: “These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth” (Daniel 7:17). They are the same four universal world empires or kingdoms. 
Beast #1—The Babylonian Empire

“The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made to stand upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was given to it” (Daniel 7:4). 
“Like unto a lion”—this empire has great power, a defining characteristic of the Babylonians. 

“Eagle’s wings”—these symbolize the great heights Babylon reached: “For thy greatness is grown and reacheth unto heaven” (Daniel 4:22). An eagle flies higher than any other bird. A lion was not enough to symbolize Babylon’s great glory and the height it reached. It needed “eagle’s wings.”
“I beheld until”—some time passes in Babylon’s history.

“The wings were plucked”—Nebuchadnezzar’s royal authority and glory was taken away: “The kingdom is departed from thee” (Daniel 4:31).
“A man’s heart was given to it”—after Nebuchadnezzar had become beast-like, he was humbled and praised the “God of heaven” (see Daniel 4:34-37).

Beast #2—The Medo-Persian Empire

“Behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it: Arise, devour much flesh” (Daniel 7:5).
“Like unto a bear”—The Medo Persian empire specialized in the military tactic of laying siege and surrounding their enemies, cutting off food supplies and squeezing out the life much like a “bear hug” which is so tight it stops the intake of breath.

“Raised itself on one side”—there was an imbalance between the two parts of this empire, more Persians than Medes. In the earlier dream, the two arms of Nebuchadnezzar’s image represented the alliance of Medes and Persians.
“Had three ribs in its mouth”—just as beasts swallow other beasts so the Medo-Persians conquered and consumed three kingdoms before they became a world empire: 1) The Egyptian kingdom; 2) The Lydian kingdom; 3) The Babylonian kingdom.
“Arise, devour much flesh”—the words confer divine authority upon the Medo-Persian Empire to consume the Babylonian empire: “Peres, thy kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians” (Daniel 5:28,30,31).
Beast #3—The Greek Empire
 “After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it” (Daniel 7:6).
“Like a leopard”—a leopard, the fastest animal on earth, pictures the speed at which Alexander the Great, the great king of the Greeks, conquered the whole world and established the Greeks as a world empire. 

“Back of it four wings of a fowl”—Alexander was able to accomplish his conquest only through four principal generals. This “leopard” not only ran, it flew, hardly touching the ground as it conquered the whole world. 

“The beast had four heads”— hardly had the empire been established that Alexander died at age 32. Since he had no son, there was no heir. The empire was divided into four parts and given to each of his generals: Cassander (Macedonia and Greece), Lysimachus (Asia Minor and Thrace), Seleucus Nicator (Mesopotamia and Syria), and Ptolemy (Egypt and Palestine).
Beast #4—The Roman Empire

 “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns” (Daniel 7:7).
“Strong exceedingly”—the military might of Rome exceeded any empire before them.

“It had great iron teeth”—beasts use their teeth as weapons of attack so this represents the “war methods” of Rome and in particular, its extensive use of iron in battle unlike any previous empire, making them exceedingly strong.
“It had ten horns”— the huge Roman empire was subdivided into ten divisions, each under a king-like authority. Palestine was administered by the Herods (seeLuke 23:7; Acts 25:13).
“I was considering the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things” (Daniel 7:8).
“I considered the horns”—some time passed in the Roman Empire’s history. 
“There came up a little horn”—a sub-kingdom within the Roman Empire arose.
“Before whom three of the first horns were plucked up”—three domains within the Roman empire (Heruli, Eastern Extrarchate, and Ostrogoths) were uprooted to make way for “the little horn,” which pictures the establishment of the Bishop of Rome who established a kingdom of a peculiar kind.
“In this horn were eyes like a man and a mouth speaking great things”— subtle and clever methods were used by the Bishop of Rome to gain power within the Roman empire primarily by using the Bible as an authority for establishing God’s kingdom on earth. 

Thus was born the Papacy. Each pope was like a king, claiming kingship in both civil and religious matters unlike the other kings (“horns“). The “little horn” is the papal system, a peculiar rulership that in 799 A.D. established “The Holy Roman Empire” where all the kings and emperors of Europe became subject to the Pope. This church wanted to rule before the second coming of Christ.
Daniel continues: “I beheld till the thrones were cast down and the Ancient of days did sit” (Daniel 7:9). The “Ancient of Days” represents God the Father sitting in judgment. In verse 12 he judges: “As concerning the rest of the beasts they had their dominion taken away.” That dominion was given to one described in verse 13: “One like the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.”
This is Jesus our Lord who appears before the heavenly Father: “There was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:14)
Jesus receives the “dominion and glory, and a kingdom” and all the nations serve him. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, not one that starts, then is later destroyed by another. It lasts forever. His empire will be the Fifth Universal World Empire: “The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High” (Daniel 7:27).
This is God’s kingdom and it is to be shared with the “saints,” the church of Jesus Christ in fulfillment of Jesus promise: “I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me” (Luke 22:29). The kingdom of God Jesus receives from the Father, he shares with his church. This happens when Jesus returns to establish this kingdom on the earth (Matthew 6:10). Today is not the time the church rules; it is a time when those who walk in the footsteps of Jesus suffer as they manifest their faithfulness in attaining “the image of the son.” “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us” (2 Timothy 2:12). “Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne” (Revelation 3:21).

Many have seriously misunderstood this point when they thought it only right that the church rule before Jesus returned. But God’s real kingdom comes at Jesus’ second coming when all his faithful followers will be like him and with him: “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him” (Matthew 25:31) This is when Jesus and his church come in glory. 
Look around at the world in which we live. There are no king! All their kingdoms have disappeared! We are living at the end of the appointed time for these worldly empires. We stand on the threshold of the Fifth Universal Kingdom, the kingdom of God on earth: “The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath” (Psalm 110:5). “He shall fill the places with the dead bodies” (Psalm 110:6).
Never have there been more people dying than in the wars of the last century: World War I, World War II, Vietnam war, Korean war, and Iran-Iraq war. There have been revolutions in many countries where hundreds of thousands have died. Truly “all places” (countries) have been filled with “dead bodies.” The establishment of God’s kingdom has begun. After the earth experienced the rule of monarchs, God permitted other experimental forms of government. These include:
Communism—China, Russia, and some European countries experienced a communistic government. All thought that would bring peace and prosperity. Instead Russia broke into many pieces and Communism ended there and elsewhere. Even China struggles to marry communism with consumerism. 
Socialism—Similar to communism, it too has proven inadequate and useless.
Democracy—This currently popular social/political approach to government has shown that far from allowing everyone to have a voice, results are strongly influence by those with money and power. The poor have virtually no voice.
All forms of human governments will fail because God’s kingdom is the only answer. As the prophet tells us: “The desire of all nations shall come” (Haggai 2:7). The kingdom of God will be “the desire of all nations” because it will bring peace, life, and happiness, which is the desire of everyone in the world. In that glorious coming kingdom of God …

Satan will be bound and his influence and removed: “He laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season” (Revelation 20:2,3).
The eyes and ears of people’s understanding will be opened: “In that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness” (Isaiah 29:18).
The knowledge of God will fill the whole earth: “The LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one” (Zechariah 14:9). “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” (Habakkuk 2:14).
All nations will seek the Lord to learn from him and obey him: “All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the LORD’S: and he is the governor among the nations” (Psalm 22:27,28). “It shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it” (Isaiah 2:2).
Wars will cease: “He shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more” (Micah 4:3).
People will return from the dead: “The ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Isaiah 35:10).
The effects of aging will be reversed: “His flesh shall be fresher than a child’s: he shall return to the days of his youth” (Job 33:25).
There will be no housing problems: “They shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them” (Isaiah 65:21).
There will be no sickness nor disease: “The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity” (Isaiah 33:24).
The deserts will bloom and become fertile gardens: “The parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes” (Isaiah 35:7).
Wild animals will become tame: “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the suckling child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den” (Isaiah 11:6-8).
Death will be no more: “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away” (Revelation 21:4).
The world will be at peace: “The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing” (Isaiah 14:7).

Truly we can pray for that coming kingdom, more earnestly than before: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth.”
—Amen—
� The words from here to the end of this paragraph were written by Michael Nekora to replace a reference to an NIV footnote which could not be verified in any NIV Bible.





