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STUDY #40
THE FOUR CHARIOTS
Today we will study a prophetic vision in the book of Zechariah: “I looked up again and there before me were four chariots coming out from between two mountains, mountains of bronze! The first chariot had red horses, the second black, the third white, and the fourth dappled, all of them powerful. I asked the angel who was speaking to me, What are these, my lord? The angel answered me, These are the four spirits of heaven, going out from standing in the presence of the Lord of the whole world. The one with the black horses is going toward the north country, the one with the white horses toward the west, and the one with the dappled horses toward the south. When the powerful horses went out, they were straining to go throughout the earth. And he said, Go throughout the earth! So they went throughout the earth. Then he called to me, Look, those going toward the north country have given my spirit rest in the land of the north” (Zechariah 6:1-8
).
Clearly literal horses did not “go throughout the earth.” God is speaking to us in prophetic language. The phrase “I looked up again” suggests that the subject of this vision had already begun before the time of Zechariah. Four chariots came “out from between two mountains of bronze.” The Hebrew word nekhosheth  (Strong’s #5178) means copper, not bronze. These are “mountains of copper.” A “mountain” in scripture pictures a kingdom. When Daniel told King Nebuchadnezzar what he had dreamed, he said: “Then the iron, the clay, the bronze [copper], the silver and the gold were all broken to pieces … But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth” (Daniel 2:35). “Mountains” [plural] implies two kingdoms. Copper was used to make the altar and the laver in the court of the Tabernacle, the condition of human perfection or the justified condition attained by the forgiveness of sins. Thus copper symbolizes human perfection. Polished copper looks somewhat like gold which suggests that man was created in the image of God. Thus these two mountains represent two kingdoms of perfect humanity. 
Mountain Number One

“God said, Let us make man in our image, in our likeness and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground” (Genesis 1:26). This is the original kingship and dominion of the earth which was given to Adam. The psalmist speaks of man: “You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor” (Psalm 8:5) The crowning with “glory and honor” refers to the kingship over the earth. But soon after he received the kingdom of earth, Adam lost it all through sin. This was the first kingdom of perfect humanity, the first of the two mountains.
Mountain Number Two

“Then the King will say to those on his right, Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). “For the Lord God will give them light, and they will reign for ever and ever” (Revelation 22:5). These scriptures refer to the kingship of the earth to be restored and given as “the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world,” to the “sheep” class of all mankind. The meek and obedient during the Millennium will attain to perfection as they walk upon “the highway of holiness.” This is to be the second kingdom of perfect humanity, and is the second of the two mountains.
Between these two “mountains” or kingdoms is a period of time represented as a “valley.” The “four chariots came out from between the two mountains, during the period from Adam’s fall in the Garden of Eden to the final restoration at the end of the Millennial age. In the Bible it is referred to as “the seventh day [when God] rested” (Genesis 2:2). God’s divine plan for man takes place during a period of seven “days” each of which are a thousand years. The two mountains of Zechariah’s vision may be illustrated this way:
[image: image1.emf]The “four chariots” emerge from the gap between the two mountains, essentially in the “valley of the shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4) when the Adamic death sentence casts its “shadow” upon all mankind because the death sentence is inherited by everyone.
Each of the four “chariots” is pulled by different colored horses: “The first chariot had red horses, the second black, the third white and the fourth dappled.” Zechariah was perplexed: “I asked the angel who was speaking to me, What are these, my lord?” (Zechariah 6:4). The angel gave this cryptic answer: “These are the four spirits of heaven, going out from standing in the presence of the Lord of the whole world” (Zechariah 6:5). The Hebrew word ruach (Strong’s #7307), translated “spirits,” means “breath [of life]” and is so rendered in this text: “In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind” (Job 12:10). 

Thus these four “chariots,” representing four “breaths,” come out from the presence of God. The one “breath” God breathed “into the nostrils” of the first man Adam that made him a living soul (Genesis 2:7) is being pictured as separated into four “breaths” of life, four groups or classes of mankind all of whom came from the first man Adam: “From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth” (Acts 17:26). By studying each chariot we can identify each class. 
The color of the Zechariah horses have a significance and help identify those in the chariot and their final destination. If we understand the significance of the colors, we will be able to identify those in the “chariots.”
Chariot #1 Pulled by Red Horses

“The first chariot had red horses” (Zechariah 6:2). This is the first class or group of people. The color red was important for one particular Old Testament sacrifice: “Tell the Israelites to bring you a red heifer without defect or blemish and that has never been under a yoke. Give it to Eleazar the priest; it is to be taken outside the camp and slaughtered in his presence” (Numbers 19:2,3). This sacrifice was not made within the tabernacle court but “outside the camp.” It was a “red heifer” and its ashes were used along with the water of cleansing for purification of sin (see Numbers 19:9). It was the only sacrifice that took place outside the court. It represents the sacrifice of a class who lived before Jesus. Those in this class sacrificed their lives in obedience to God before Jesus and the Gospel age. They are described in Hebrews: “Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated” (Hebrews 11:35-37).
The first of this class was Abel and the last was John the Baptist. We call them Ancient Worthies (Hebrews 11:2) who were known for their faith in God and his promises. This was the first class from among humanity who were developed and selected by God for special blessing. Although we are not told where this chariot went, we will suggest an answer at the end of this lesson after we look at the other chariots. 

Chariot #2 Pulled by Black Horses

“The second black” (Zechariah 6:2). Black is a color associated with death and we are told: “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death” (Romans 6;3). This is a class that has been baptized into the death of Christ Jesus and, if faithful, become members of the body of Christ. “For you died and your life is now hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). The “death” of this class is described as a covenant: “Gather to me my consecrated ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice” (Psalm 50:5). It is a covenant leading to sacrificial death: “Therefore I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1). A “living sacrifice” refers to one’s human life with all its rights, privileges, and interests offered up to death in the service of the Lord and his truth. This class faithfully surrenders their human life in sacrifice to do the will of God in his service.
This class faces much tribulation: “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). The conflict between darkness and light in a world of evil leads to persecution, but this is the way the “new creature” develops, grows, and develops a character worthy of the divine nature.
In this case we are told where the horses went: “The one with the black horses is going toward the north country” (Zechariah 6:6). “North” is indirectly mentioned in this psalm: “Promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is the judge” (Psalm 75:6,7, KJV). The psalm implies that “promotion” does come from the north, from God. Thus the class represented by this chariot with its “black horses” is going to God. It is the little flock of 144,000 who attain the divine nature.
Chariot #3 Pulled by White Horses

“The third white” (Zechariah 6:2). The color white is associated with a class who are cleansed from sin: “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). Such a class are described in Revelation: “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 7:14). This is the class symbolized by the chariot pulled by “white horses.” They are known as the “great multitude.” This class consists of Christians who became followers of Christ and made “a covenant by sacrifice” (Psalm 50:5). They were “called and chosen” but not found “faithful.” This class is pictured by the “foolish virgins” of Matthew 25:2,3. They “took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.” They are “virgins” in that they believe the truth but are “foolish” in that they took no “oil” with them. They did not carry the spirit of the truth in their lives and thus were overwhelmed by the world: “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful” (Matthew 13:22). The “thorns” represent the “worldly spirit” described as “the worries of this life” and the “deceitfulness of wealth.” 

This class find themselves lacking in their faith upon God’s Word and his promises and thus find themselves defiled by the “worldly spirit.” Being in sin they don’t make use of another promise of “cleansing”: “If we confess our sins he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Note the words “if we confess our sins.” This class does not make use of this “promise” and method of cleansing; their “robes” are dirty and must be washed and cleansed in the blood of the Lamb.
Note the destination of these horses: “The black horses … go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them” (Zechariah 6:6, KJV). Both the black and the white horses are going to the “north country.” This teaches that this class also receives a heavenly salvation, a concept implied by the bride and “her virgin companions follow her and are brought to you” (Psalm 45:14). This class is where the “bride” is: “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands” (Revelation 7:9). These serve God, Jesus, and the Church because they stand “before the throne.” Their life, though mortal, is of the angelic nature.
Chariot #4 Pulled by Grisled and Bay Horses

“In the fourth chariot grizzled and bay horses” (Zechariah 6:3, KJV; the NIV uses the single word “dappled” for the two Hebrew adjectives). This is the fourth and final class from among humanity. Note that the horses are of two types implying a division in this class. The word “grisled” is translated from the Hebrew word barod (Strong’s #1261) meaning “spotted,” a good description of humanity when they are resurrected from the dead. They will still be imperfect and “spotted” by sin.
But among this general class of mankind will be others, described as “bay,” a word translated from the Hebrew amots (Strong’s #554) meaning “a strong color” with a further meaning of “stubborn and obstinate.” The bay horses represent those among resurrected humanity who will resist the ways of righteousness: “Though grace is shown to the wicked, they do not learn righteousness; even in a land of uprightness they go on doing evil and regard not the majesty of the LORD” (Isaiah 26:10). In the kingdom during the world’s thousand-year judgment day these will manifest the character of “goats” as described in the parable of the sheep and goats (see Matthew 25:41).
Notice the destination of these horses: “When the powerful horses went out they were straining to go throughout the earth. And he said, Go throughout the earth! So they went throughout the earth” (Zechariah 6:7). These horses are not the only ones who “go throughout the earth.” When God asked Satan where he had been, he “answered the LORD, From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it” (Job 1:7). Speaking of Satan Peter tells us: “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Thus the class represented by the “bay” horses are those who retain the spirit of the adversary of willful disobedience and rebellion against righteousness.
“The grizzled go forth toward the south country” (Zechariah 6:6, KJV). Only the grisled go south, not the bay. This is because the class represented by the “bay” horses do not receive any salvation. They are told: “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). “Then they will go away to eternal punishment” (Matthew 25:46). This “eternal punishment” or everlasting death—God’s punishment for sin is always death according to Romans 6:23—is called the “second death”: “Their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death” (Revelation 21:8). “Second death” is death with no possibility of a future resurrection.
The “grizzled” horses go south. The psalmist wrote: “The heavens are yours and yours also the earth … you created the north and the south” (Psalm 89:11,12). “North” represents heaven and “south” represents earth. Thus these “grizzled” horses represent those of mankind who repent, reform, and turn to the Lord: “All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations” (Psalm 22:27,28). Thus they will receive an earthly salvation to life—perfect human nature.
Conclusion

The vision concludes: “Then he called to me, Look, those going toward the north country have given my spirit rest in the land of the north” (Zechariah 6:8). This speaks of the special love God has for this class, the little flock, “a chosen people … a holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9). God is greatly comforted by their zeal and love for him and for righteousness. Of this class we read: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his inheritance” (Psalm 33:12). The “bride” class, the “little flock,” are to be God’s own inheritance, his special family sharing the divine nature.
At the end of the Millennium we are told: “The LORD Almighty will bless them, saying Blessed be Egypt my people, Assyria my handiwork, and Israel my inheritance” (Isaiah 19:25). The order is from last to first as when prizes are awarded. Third prize is mentioned first: “Blessed be Egypt my people.” “Egypt” is a symbolic reference to the restored world of mankind who were once in bondage to sin and death. They become God’s “people.” Second prize: “Assyria my handiwork.” The third River Hiddikel (we call it the Tigris), flowed from the Garden of Eden towards the east of Assyria. That river represents the resurrection of the Ancient Worthies. So the symbol of “Assyria” refers to the Ancient Worthies from Abel to John the Baptist. God calls them “my handiwork.” This refers to the peculiar workmanship God manifested in their lives preparing them through various trials in an imperfect human body and then using them as instruments of blessing, making them “princes throughout the land” in perfect human bodies: “Your sons will take the place of your fathers; you will make them princes throughout the land” (Psalm 45:16). First prize: “Israel my inheritance.” This does not mean the fleshly nation of Israel but rather the “Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16). This is the glorified body of Christ, the church “in glory.” “His inheritance” is the special family of God.
This is the prophetic significance of the four chariots of Zechariah. 
Let us briefly return to the first chariot pulled by “red” horses, the one with no destination. This class, called the Ancient Worthies, receive what is called a “better resurrection” (Hebrews 11:35) to immediate human perfection. At the end of the thousand years all the obedient world of mankind will also have attained human perfection. So what will be the ultimate reward for these faithful servants of God? The scriptures do not specify either “north” or “south.” Thus one might conclude that their salvation is not purely spiritual (the “north” country), nor purely earthly (“south” country). Perhaps that implies these receive an unspecified salvation higher than the restored world of perfected mankind yet lower than the heavenly world of spirit beings. 
—Amen—
� All Scripture quotations are from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise identified.





