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STUDY #48
OUR LORD’S SUPPER
Our Lord asked his disciples to do one thing to remember him: “The Lord Jesus on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, This is my body which is for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me. For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-26
). 

This observance, known to Bible students as “The Lord’s Memorial,” is a commemoration of that occasion when the Lord in the upper room instituted this sacred observance by the church, the body of Christ. Let us study the details associated with it.
“Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.” (1 Corinthians 5:7). To understand how Christ is our Passover, we must first read about the original Passover: “The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt. This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. The animals you choose must be year old males without defect and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water but roast it over the fire—head, legs and inner parts. Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn, both men and animals and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt; I am the Lord.” (Exodus 12:1-12). Keeping the Passover once each year was a law, the first law given by God to Israel through Moses. 
This Passover was observed in the first month of the Israel’s new year, a month known in Israel today as Nisan. A lamb was selected on the tenth day and kept until the fourteenth day; then it was killed at twilight. Some of the blood was applied on the sides and top of the doorframes to each house. The meat was roasted and eaten that same night; it was not to be eaten raw or boiled. The roasted meat was eaten with bitter herbs and bread baked without leaven. If any meat remained when morning came, it was to be burned. Those eating were to be fully dressed with shoes on their feet and staff in hand because they were about to begin a journey. It was eaten in haste, for “it is the Lord’s Passover.”

We know “the law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves” (Hebrews 10:1). We also know the Law typified many things pertaining to Christ, and that is true of the Passover. The lamb was a symbol of our Lord Jesus Christ who is the head of the church which is his body. The apostle Paul wrote: “Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed” (1 Corinthians 5:7). The Passover lamb represents Jesus, the “Lamb of God” (John 1:36). 
The lamb was kept from the tenth until the fourteenth day. This represents our Lord’s ministry to the “house of Israel.” It was half a prophetic week of seven literal years: “He will confirm a covenant with many for one seven but in the middle of that seven he will put an end to sacrifice and offering” (Daniel 9:27). The killing of the lamb on the fourth day “at twilight” represents our Lord’s death during “the midst” of the fourth year at the ninth hour: “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice … he gave up his spirit” (Matthew 27:46,50). The “ninth hour” for the Jews was 3:00 p.m. in the afternoon. 
The Jews applied the blood to the door frames of their houses. To us this symbolizes the imputation of the Lord’s merit on the door frames of one’s heart since a “door” symbolizes the heart: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock” (Revelation 3:20). Thus the spiritual Israelites, the “household of faith,” receive the covering of the blood of Jesus upon their hearts: “Having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water” (Hebrews 10:22). This is a beautiful picture of justification and the forgiveness of sins that comes through the shed blood of Jesus which is the merit of his ransom sacrifice on the cross. 
This was done “in the night.” We are told “weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning” (Psalm 30:5). This is the night that precedes the “morning” of the kingdom. The time between our Lord’s death and the start of the kingdom is a two-thousand-year period called the Gospel age. 
The phrase “roast with fire” symbolizes all the dear Savior’s sufferings, tribulations, and testings he experienced when “in the flesh.” The commandment to not let any of it remain when morning arrived means our Lord’s experiences were all to be absorbed or appropriated by his disciples as they follow in their Master’s footsteps: “To this you were called because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his steps” (1 Peter 2:21). 
The meat was eaten along with “bitter herbs and bread made without yeast” (Exodus 12:8). Bread made without yeast represents the pure Word of Truth. Bitter herbs represent the daily trials and tribulations that arise while seeking to walk in the “light” while those around us live in a world of darkness: “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). The Lord’s disciples “follow the Lamb wherever he goes” (Revelation 14:4). 
The “meat” was not to be eaten boiled or raw. By this we understand that the sufferings of the Master, “the man Christ Jesus,” is best represented by roasting. In any cooking process, heat is used and heat represents tribulations. But the heat of a fire varies depending upon the cooking process. To roast something requires double the heat of boiling. This shows the level of the sufferings endured by Christ. 
They were to “not leave any of it till morning” (Exodus 12:10). This high calling to participate in the sacrifice of our Lord and suffer and die with Christ is restricted only to the night period of this Gospel age. This golden opportunity to partake of the sufferings of Christ and be a part of his body will not be available at the morning of the Millennial age when the entire body of Christ will be complete and glorified. This is when “the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Malachi 4:2).

This divine opportunity available in this age will never be offered to anyone again. As the apostle wrote: “How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3). This heavenly salvation to the glorious divine nature closes with the end of the Gospel age. The “morning” of the Millennial age begins another salvation for the remainder of mankind, the earthly salvation. Thus, this roasted meat which represents the Christian salvation must be burnt to show that the “door” is closed forever to this glorious salvation. 
“This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand” (Exodus 12:11). This fully-dressed condition with shoes and staff imply a readiness to travel. All the members of the body of Christ are truly “travelers in the wilderness of the earth”; their real home is in “heavenly Canaan.” That is why the Lord said, “I go and prepare a place for you” (John 14:3). The salvation promised to the church is heavenly, not earthly. Thus, the life and experiences of the Lord’s disciples now can be considered as a journey towards heaven. The dress and the shoes represent “the whole armor of God so that when that evil day comes, you will be able to stand your ground” (Ephesians 6:13). The details of this armor of God are found in verses 14 to 17. Each and every disciple and follower of the master must wear this armor including the shoes to fight “the good fight of faith.” 
The “staff in hand” reminds us of a shepherd’s staff: “You are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). The shepherd’s rod and staff are a comfort to spiritual Israel. These symbolize the “comforter” of which Jesus spoke: “When he, the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own, he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come” (John 16:13). The spirit of truth is the holy spirit. Thus, the rod represents God’s Word and the staff represents God’s holy spirit. 
The people were told: “Eat it in haste, it is the Lord’s Passover” (Exodus 12:11). These are the concluding words regarding this ceremony which clearly denotes the attitude required. It signifies the attitude of spiritual Israel as they partake of this “so great salvation.” The apostle Paul wrote: “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12). Paul did not mean a literal shivering and shaking, but he did want us to be careful, to be diligent: “Since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it” (Hebrews 4:1). Each and every moment is precious in this heavenly calling and in the consecrated life of a follower of Christ. This is the meaning of the phrase, “eat it in haste.” 
Christians today do not celebrate the Passover; they remember something much greater: “Therefore, let us keep the Festival” (1 Corinthians 5:8). “When the hour was come, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God. After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said Take, this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the Kingdom of God comes. And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it and gave it to them, saying, This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:14-19).

Jesus became the antitypical Lamb of God, who fulfilled the type of the death of the Passover lamb. At that last supper he instituted new symbols of “bread” and “wine.” “After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, Take this and divide it among you; and he took bread, gave thanks and broke it and gave it to them, saying, This is my body, given for you; do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:17,19). The Lord invited his disciples to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. This is an invitation to the church class to share in his sufferings, to follow him even unto death. This privilege of sharing in the Lord’s sufferings is mentioned by the apostle Paul: “I rejoice in what was suffered for you and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church” (Colossians 1:24). Paul described the privilege of participating in the “afflictions of Christ.” He also described it as being immersed into the death of Christ: “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” (Romans 6:3). 
Although Jesus was “baptized into death,” it was not because of any sin of his own. His was a sacrificial death for the sins of the world: “After the sixty two sevens , the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing” (Daniel 9:26). Thus, too Christians are now called to sacrifice their human lives in sacrificial death for others: “I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God” (Romans 12:1). This sacrifice is “holy” because of the justification provided by the “robe of righteousness.”(Isaiah 61:10). It is maintained through regular confession of our sins: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
This is the great privilege to follow in the footsteps of the Lord into sacrificial death. This is also the communion of the body of Christ, something that is a mystery to the world: “Because there is one loaf , we who are many are one body, for we all partake of that one loaf” (1 Corinthians 10:17). This is a picture of the oneness in the body of Christ which, though consisting of many members, is still one: “There is one body and one spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called” (Ephesians 4:4). This is the common union or communion with Christ and the sharing of the one baptism or immersion (baptiso in Greek): “One Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5). 
This one baptism is not just water immersion, which is only a symbol. It has a far deeper meaning. The Lord asked two of his disciples, “Can you drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with? We can, they answered. Jesus said to them, you will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with” (Mark 10:38,39). All the disciples of the Master are presented with the privilege to enter into the oneness of that one baptism into the death of the Lord. Thus whenever the Memorial is observed, the symbols used are “one bread” and “one cup.” 
Paul wrote: “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord, eats and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Corinthians 11:28,29). This describes a self examination of attitude and heart condition each time one participates with these sacred symbols, remembering his or her own covenant to partake in the sufferings and sacrificial death of Christ, and how faithful he or she has been in fulfilling it. Only consecrated and covenanted members of the body should participate. It is for each to judge the matter themselves: “A man ought to examine himself.” 
“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). Some think the words “for whenever” mean whenever you do it, even if that be many times a day as practiced by Roman Catholics. Monthly or weekly observances are more common in the Protestant Churches. Even though this sacred observance should be a “supper,” conducted at night after sunset, Christian churches observe it at any time during the day or night. However, the phrase “whenever you eat” should be understood in the context of the Jewish Passover which the Jews observed annually at a particular date on their calendar. 
Jesus told his disciples, “do this in remembrance of me.” The memorial is a remembrance of the Lord’s death and it is only logical that it be observed once a year, on the same calendar date the Lord instituted this memorial which was the fourteenth day of Nisan: “Take care of them [the lambs] until the fourteenth day of the month when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight” (Exodus 12:6). 
We further read that the typical Passover lamb was killed in the evening. The antitype was fulfilled by Jesus’ death on the cross as the lamb of God at 3:00 p.m., the ninth hour. But he instituted the memorial some twenty hours before this, after 6:00 p.m. on Nisan 14. We fix the date by consulting a Jewish calendar to determine the date for Nisan 13, knowing that at sundown, the Jews move to the next numbered day. That is when the Lord first instituted the memorial and asked his followers to remember him at that time every year. Here are the Memorial dates for the next twenty years:
2012 April 5 Thursday

2013 March 24 Sunday

2014 April 13 Sunday

2015 April 2 Thursday

2016 April 21 Thursday

2017 April 9 Sunday

2018 March 29 Thursday

2019 April 18 Thursday

2020 April 7 Tuesday

2021 March 26 Friday

2022 April 14 Thursday

2023 April 4 Tuesday

2024 April 21 Sunday

2025 April 11 Friday

2026 March 31 Tuesday

2027 April 20 Tuesday

2028 April 9 Sunday

2029 March 29 Thursday

2030 April 16 Tuesday

2031 April 6 Sunday

For all who partake of this memorial there is a stern warning: “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in the Lord’s table and the table of demons” (1 Corinthians 10:21). This refers to the mixing of the holy spirit by which one is consecrated with the worldly spirit: “Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers this should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring?” (James 3:10,11). Those who possess the holy spirit must make every effort to oppose and overcome the works of the worldly spirit. The apostle Paul listed some of them: “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious, sexual immorality, impurity, and debauchery, idolatry and witchcraft, hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissentions, factions and envy, drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.” (Galatians 5:19-21). Those partaking of the Memorial must not forget this. 
The early church often met together to “break bread.” For example: “On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and because he intended to leave the next day kept on talking until midnight.” (Acts 20:7). This was clearly not a celebration of the Lord’s Memorial. After his resurrection Jesus “broke bread” with his disciples: “When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, and began to give it to them” (Luke 24:30). This was certainly not the Passover. It was a supper meal. It was a Jewish practice to give thanks to God at a meal. Then the bread would be broken in pieces to facilitate the eating of it. This is what Jesus did when “he took bread, gave thanks, and began to give it to them.” So the phrase should be understood to mean that the brethren shared a meal together. It was a time for fellowship and love and had nothing to do with the observance of the Lord’s Supper. 
Some have wondered about the phrase,  “proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). Since we believe the Lord invisibly came in 1874, should we continue to celebrate the Memorial? Jesus said: “I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God” (Luke 22:16). The completion or the fulfillment of the partaking of the bread is to be in or within the kingdom of God. Part of the body of Christ will still be in the flesh even after the return of the Lord and the beginning of the invisible phase of the kingdom in 1874 (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Until all the members of the body of Christ are glorified, each will continue partaking of the bread and observing the Lord’s Memorial. 
The phrase “you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” clearly means “comes in the majesty of the kingdom of God.” This is the time, “when the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him” (Matthew 25:31). This is when the entire church has been glorified.
The Memorial of our Lord’s death will continue to be observed by his faithful footstep followers as long as they are “in the flesh.” Until then, let us all “keep the Festival” (1 Corinthians 5:8).

—Amen—
� All Scripture quotations are from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise identified.





